The Life of the World - Part 3
& sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister , Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, PA on August 21, 1994, the 21st
Sunday in Ordinary Time. Scripture Lessons: 1 Kings 8:22-30, 41-43; Psalm 84 ; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6 56-63.
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

| want to talk to you this morning about the power of words, the ability of words
to change lives, the power of the words of Jesus to change our lives, to turn our lives
around, to give us eternal life, to 1ift us from despair to joy, to 1ift us out of the
bondage of sin and guilt to the freedom of forgiveness. Words are the most powerful
things in the world. Words are more powerful than bombs. Words have changed the
course of history.

Jesus says, “The words | have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” And
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” |
want to talk to you about what Jesus meant and what Peter meant. | want to share with
you how the words of Jesus are spirit and life to me.

First, | want to put this in the context of something Philip and | experienced this
past week. Wednesday evening Philip and | sat out in the pouring rain for three hours in
the Hershey stadium to hear Bob Dylan sing. ¥hen | was a radical young man in the
sixties | came into contact with the music of Bob Dylan. It wasn’t his voice that
arrested my attention. He has a terrible voice. It was his words, the words of his
songs. | think the first song | heard him sing was, “The times, they are changing.”

The times were changing. The sixties were a decade ofy‘)ét‘:t\:\n‘é;\.a%here was the
civil rights marches and legislation. The assassinations of President Kennedy, Robert
Kennedy and Martin Luther King. Thousands of deaths of soldiers and civilians in Viet

Nam. There was the sexual revolution after the pill and before AIDS. There was a hope,

a dream, a longing to get ourselves back to the garden of Eden. Some of us thought it
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was possible. The times were a’changing. And the words of Bob Dylan, for me, captured
the spirit of the times.

His songs contained a message, a different message than the Beach Boys or
Frankie Avalon. He sang of justice and freedom and peace in a world that would never
be the same again. He sang of racism and poverty and the hypocrisy of so much of life.
There was a distinctly theological ring to his songs. His songs were filled with biblical
images and allusions.

| borrowed money from friends to buy his latest albums and then I'd listen to his
words over and over. |'d copy down the WU':Ef P’;E. 93}393»\&%1 em mder the
sometimes abstruse meaning of his words. In the sixties | had a lot of questions about
the authority of the Bible as the Word of God, a lot of doubts about who Jesus ¢ - but |
was utterly convinced of the infallibility of Bob Dylan. So last Wednesday | got to hear
Bob Dylan in person. We had excellent tickets, about 30 yards from the platform.

Ths wowdS O F

Now, if you had asked me, thirty years ago, to prove the authority of Bob Dylan I'd
have said, “Prove it? How do you prove it? Just listen to what he’s saying. Listen to
his words.”

Now there’s an infinitely qualitative distinction between the words of Bob Dylan
and the words of Jesus Christ. | want to make that clear. |, in no way, equate the
words of Bob Dylan with the words of Jesus Christ even though there was a girl sitting
behind us, Wednesday evening, yelling at the top of her lungs, “Bob Dylan is God.”

But there’s an analogy to the authority of the words of Jesus. Jesus"\%lﬁrageous (o loshew

claims that Bob Dylan never made about himself. Jesus claimed to have come down

from heaven. He claimed that eternal life comes through him alone. In him we see
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the true nature of our s=in. We see an the cross God's wrath and curse against human 20
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police officer. She has no authority inand of herself. Her authority is Serived. (o ma)

doubt her authority or deny it %when she oulls you over for speeding you may not

that she's 3 pelice of ficer. You may say, “well, Uve never met a woman police oTiicer,
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The contemporanes of Jesus had heard milhons of religious wirds and many of
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