The Look of Jesus
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if THE MAME GF THE FATHER AHD OF THE SOH &HD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEH.
The rich young ruler asked Jesus, "What must | do Lo inherit eternal 1iTe?”
St Tierme Yankeed at him and Yoved him. ‘One thing you lack,” he ssid. "G, seil
evorything uou have and give 1o the poor, and gou will have ireasure in heaven.
Ther coma fallow me’™”

Mowe, 17 Vd been Jesus that day, that's not what Ud've seid. 'd've asked him
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complets the rebuilding of the church. 'd've asked hirn for
g targe endowrnant Lo help pay for the mainienance of the bullding, 'i've reminded

him that ihe every member canvas is coming up soon and he'd have the opportunity

s being g good profestant in the Presbyierian and Reformed tradition {7

o

ry 1o siraighien out this rich young man's theology. Theology matisrs to us
Fresbyierians. The rich goung man thinks that starnal life can be inherited like
wealih. He thinks that we can do semething to inherit eternal life. Vd want o
correct him with good Reformed theology. 1'd say to him, "God unconditionaliy
ioves and accepls you just as gou arel Eiernal 1ife is not based on what you do, but
oy vwhel God has done Tor us through Jesus Christ”

Or if U'd been Jesus 1'd have taken & therapeulic approach. d use what |
learned in i seminary pasioral care and counseling classes. “What must | do Lo

inherit aternal 1i7e?” "d've said, "what do yoy think you nesd to do?”



But | can tall you one thing. [ wouldn't have the narve 1o 45K him for
everyining. In fact, if the rich young ruler had suggesisd seliing everuthing and
giving to the poor, 'd probably try Lo talk hirm out of i1 “How let’s be reasonahls,”
Vi say. “What good would it do to give sverything away? what good would it do
for you 1o be totally dependent on others Tor youwr Tood and clothing and shelisr?
That dossn’t make any sense. Do you think those poor people are going to use gour
money betier then you? Don't be foolish! Ge practicall Tithe to the church, but
don’t sell everyihing and give it all to the poor” So, if any of you has concerns
about your relationship te God {and | certainty hope that many of you doj - don't

eRpect me 1o fell Ejsnu someihing impracticsl Tike, "Go, sell all you have and give io
jer s paadle @n wwpossible éemuu.& Mmms% dacng . Poralytad
Lhe poor Weﬂ! ttTre sed MJ &ﬁqué dead girl, Latacut Be born € Rl « o
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zald made the man 4o away ssd. From the stand point of Z0Uh cerdury american
Christianiiy - that's nol goodl The Tast thing a ener wanls 15 7or andone in his
congregation 1o go away sad. We 11k upbeal sermons that send us away happy. we
tike the congragation Lo go away feeling good. Sometimes we preachers will sioop
to telling anything 17 11 just makes you feel good. But Jesus told the man, “Go, sell
syarything.. and give to the poor. "

'esus sald this becauss he loved this rich young rular, Throughout the
soripiures we're called upon o Tove one anciher. Bul do we clearly understand

wihat loving somebody entalls? wWhat does it really mean to love another? Doss i

mean going easy on someone? Doas 1L mean trusting the words of someone even



when the words are at odds with the evidence? Does loving our child mean tetfing
her alwals get her own way? g5 toving another mean excusing one’s destruciive

DelaEviory

tel me pul this into the content of something that & Tot of us are Tollowing

in the news - the 0J. Simpson trigl. | don't know i7 0.0 is innocent or guitiy. Like
g quod American, | presume that he's innocent until proven guilty begond a

reasonable doubl. Mol oply thatl, | Hke 04 We were in BuiTalo, Mew York near the

clrse of his career witn the Bilis, 1 followed 0.4 career from the tims he was at

| think, though, that, according to Newsweek and Time and other 5o callad

repuiable news sources, O, abused and threatened his wife mors than once. On

January 1, 1989, his wife, Micols, digled 011,

The police arrived and reporied that

ghe had Deen badly beaten. Shmpson pleaded no conizst Lo spousal batiery charges,

was fined, and placed on Dwo years probation. He received a 1itlle counseling oy

talgphone. Most people didn't want Lo acknowledge what had occurred, so thay
taoke

ked the other way, Three monihs afier the beating, 0. was signed by NBC

Sportg (o @ lucrative contract as an announcer. Mo one guestionsd 1t He had been

someons lse, someone nol es handsome - someans not as popular - someons not &8s
widl Hiked NBC would have been blasted Tor {1s poor judgment.

Maybe that wasn't the loving thing to do. The loving thing would have besn
equire him 1o undergo in depth counseling Tor st least § year, and to do

volunteer work 8l a shelier Tor batiersd women. The loving thing was not to Tel



i of T tha hook. The Toving thing would have bean Lo Torce tim o face the
demons within dimself, Lo compel him to make amends for his behavior, and to
neip him underga much needad change.

The toving thing is not always the Teel good thing to do. Jesus looked at the
rich young ruler and loved him. "Cne thing you lack,” he said. "Go, sell everyihing
uott have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then comae,
follow me” |t wag the love, the genuine copcern which Jesus had Tor the man,
which compelied Jesys {0 prescribe such an extrems reguirement for the man 1o
Tulfitl., The foving thing was not to go sasy on him. The loving thing was to call on

Tais mant alttdumesd dp morts 2 gs88088ims ... drtregant pow Tre pocy
hire to face reslity® &t this the man’s facs f2ll. He went away sad.

[ ocan see another goung man walking away sad. U thinking of an inteliigent
young man, an exiremely well educalad yoing man, an excesdingly charming young

man who 401 hooked on cocaing. He came 10 g Triend asking Tor monay. He owed 3

L’ifl

targe surn of mangy (o & drug dealer. i the money wasn't paid his Tag would b
Droken and he might even be kilied,

“You've got to give me the money. They N kit mel They're going to kil mel”

The friend looked af him and Toved hirn and said, "Hol | can’t give you the monayl

Ta be honest with you, | can give you the money but [won’i! You need Lo get help,
but money woin't help yow” And the man’s Tace Tell. Ha went away sad. He went
aveal] atcusing his friend of baing cold and unloving.

Karl Mars sald that religion is the opiate of the people. Opium iz a narcotis

reade fror Poopy Tlowers, Herain is made Trom oplum. The use of opium causes
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addiction. Oopium, when Tirst used,

'I'.‘E

well-paing Their troubies seem unimportant, end they tempararily Hive in an
unreal world of isolated contentment. Opium addicts fend 10 neglect thelr health
snd their famities. Keligion is like opium, Karl Mary said.

& 101 of religion makes peopls Teel so good that they Torget thelr poverty,
iney forgel thelr slavery, they forget their oppression. Religion makes people feel

s good aboul themsalves that they neglect thelr families and their neighbors.
eligion can make peopie Dlind Lo the poor. Religion, Marw said, is the opiate of the
pecple. Unfortunately, o 1ot of religion 15 Hike an opiate.

But Jesus didn’t offer the rich young man an opiate. He didn’t offer the rich,
young ruler somathing 1o make him Teel good on the pretext of loving him. Decause
e toved him he told him the ong thing thet he lacked. He told him how he could
nave tregsure in hegven. Decause ne loved him he weanied him Lo Tace raality

€

ecauss he lovad him, he said,

(e

Go, sell everything you have and give 1o the poor,
and you will nave ireasurs in heaven. Then come, follow me” Jesus really wanted

this man Lo Tollow hire 1T the goung man weni away sad, he wasn't as cad as

wWhen Jesus 1ells us 1o love our neighbors, he's not telling us Lo have &
warm, cozi, emotional Tesling towards them. He's 1elling us 1o love our neighbors
i the sense of being willing Lo work for thelr well-being even if it means
sacriticing our own well-being; even 17 1L means sacrificing their well-baing.

Jeaus lookad &l the rich younhyg ruler and Toved him snd becauss he loved him 1t the

n



rman walk away fromm him s3d. The Tove of Jesus allows us to walk sadly away
T him.

“what musi | do to inharit eternal 117e?” the rich young ruler sskad Jesus.
Jesys didn’t “increase your pledge and make & major contribution 1o the
buitding Tund?” He didn’t say, "There’s nothing we can do. God unconditionaliy
toves and accepls you where you ara” He didn't say, “what do you think yoeu should
do?” He said, "Go, 521l everything you have and give 1o the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven, Then come, follew me™  He ssid this oul of love

What Jesus has Lo say 1o us won't abways make us Teel good. He Knows what
we lack. He knows whal we need Lo do. Because he loves us, he sometimes saus
things to us thel make us sad, thal meke Us angry. He somelimes commands us io

to oo things that may seem io be impossible Tor us Lo obey. He sometimes speaks
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oust & 1o walk away Trom him sadly, And gei,
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ihatl may evyen caus

whatever Jesus reguires of us and commands of us he requires in Tove: he

':

commands i tove, And whosver has 1eft home or brothers or sisters or mother or
fatner or children or fields for Jesus and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred
Limas as much in this present age and in the age 1o come, eternal 1ifa.

Let ys pray @ Heavenly Father, we have snswered your 5all 2nd have said that we will follow you, and now we're
afraid that we have Involved ourselves in o Tife that i too ruch for us. Help us to 2 firmer resalution, to follew
Jesus zo closzly that Tife shall nod crowd Rim from sighd: and 38 we keep hir in vigw put strength in e feet znd
Jour i our heard,

Fart of thiz sermoen is based on 2 sermen by %ilHam Willimon a5 quoted in Tom Long’s, The Witness of Freaching
and = zermon by Gregory Knee Jones | Mindster of Chester Prestyterizn Church, Chester | Yirginde in Bibdics?
Preaching Jeurnst, Fall 1954,




