The Magnetism of Christ's Love

A sermon preached by the Revd. Theodurs S, #tkinson, Pastar of the Oxford Presbyterian Church,
Dxford, PA on March 22, 1986, Falm/Passion Bunday : Soripture Lesson John 12:20-23,

It the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghest. Aman.

P've been talking about love for the 1ast five weeks of Lent. |'ve been
focusing, especially, on humar love. How can we learn to love ourselves?
others? God? and our enemies? Today, though, | want to focus on God's
tove. | want us to look at Christ on the cross because there we see God's
love for us as nowhere else. There's & strange and fascinating magnetism
about the love of Christ displayed on the cross. Christ himself said, "And
|, if | be lifted up, will draw all to rme."

There's something sbout the way Christ died that has drawn men snd

women 1o him over the last 2000 years. Something about the way his arms

__were outsiretehed onthe_cross which-contein-a-strenge fescination—— -+ -

“" Christ might have died sorme other way. He might have been stoned like

stephen the first Martyr. He might have been beheaded like John the
Baptist. He might have been sawn in two as tradition tells us the prophet
Isaiah met his death. If he'd been executed today he might have been hung
from gallows or placed in the electric chair. If Jesus had died in one of
these ways that wouldn't have destroyed the power of his death to
reconcile us to God. But if Christ had died in some other way we'd have
been deprived of the magnetic sumbolism of the cross. Ore ancient Church

Father said that only on the cross does one die with ones arms

- outstretched.

Un Palm Sunday we celebrate the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem where he was proclaimed King for a day. But let's remermber
that this is also called Passion Sunday and we begin to focus more and

more on the suffering of Christ. Christ was proclaimed King on Palm




Sunday but he was enthroned on Good Friday when he was lifted to his
throne on the cross by Roman soldiers. The Gospel of Jokn portrays Christ
as tha one who was in charge at the hour of his crucifixion. John partrays
Christ as ane wha reigns from the Cross. Let's look at that Kingly Figure
an the cross and be drawn ta him by his love. Let's be drawn to him as if
by 8 magnet as we look st those outstretched arms on the cross. Thaose
outstretchied arms tell us of God's magnetic Tove which is drawing the
whale warld to himself.

First, 1he arms al Jesus are Siretlched awl i invitalien His
cutstretched arms are a loving invitation for us to come to him. When our
boys were learning to walk Kay would bend over and hold their hands until
they got their balence. I'd kneel & few feet opposite her with my arms

sutstreched. Then I'd invite Andrew or Philip or Mark to come to me.

“Come on Mark. Come to daddy” The arms of Jesus outstretched on the ﬂ
Cross are also an invitation for us to come o cur heavenly Fether through
Christ for forgiveness, for lave, for God's grace.

On the cross Jesus is sauing to the whole waorld, "Come to me." "See
e lifted up with my arms outstretched to all the world.” "Whasoever will
may comel” That's what Jesus said throughout his ministry. He went to
the fishermen on the sea of Galilee and said to them, "Corme to me." He
want to the tax-collectors and streiched out his arms to them. "Come to
me." He stretched out his arms to 1ittle children and said, "Let them corne
to me.” He stretched out his arms to wormen who were second class
citizens and invited them to come to him end learn from him. He came to
the crooked and shady dealers and invitad them. "Come to mel* He carme to
the lepers, the crippled, the deaf end dumb and said ta them, "Come to me

all ye that labor and are heavy ladened, and | will give you rest.”
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And still above the cries of o world torn apart by vielence and
terrorism, divided by race and clan and wealth and resources we hear the
voice of Christ, "why will you not come to rae that you might have life.”

Look at Christ lifted up on the cross with his arms outstreiched in love
and be drawn to him; let the magnetism of his love embrace you. whoever
you are, wherever you are, "Come”. Come, if your conscience is weighed
down with guilt and gou'll find in Christ ane who will forgive you. Corme,
it you're terpted and afraid of the passions within you and youll find one
who will deliver you. Come, if you're perplexed and doubting and you'll find
one who is the Truth. Come, if you're lost and meandering airmlessly
through Tife end you'll find one who is the Way. Come, 1T gou're grieving
and suffering and you'lt find one who shares all our sorrows. Corne if

you've made terrible mistakes and feel that your life is ruined and you'l
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find ane who can put gbu back tugether again. And if you've wandered away
fram the family of God and your heavenly Father over the months and
years, come horme and you'll find in God a Father with his arms
outstretched to welcome the prodigs!.

"Comel” that's what those outstreched arms on the cross are saying to
us. His arms are stretched out in laving invitation.

SECONTIY, Lhrisl s &rms are sirgiched oyl {e pralect yay. Once
Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He cried, "0 Jerusslem, Jerusalem... how often
would | have gathered gour children together, even as s hen gathers her
chickens under her wings, end you would not.” As & mother hen stretchs
out her wings to protect her brood, so also Christ stretches out his arms
on the cross 1o protect us.

On the cross Jesus stretched out his arms to protect us from the

consequences of our own foolish and sinful actions and mistakes. God
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dogsn’'t send anyone to hell. wWe go there of our own free will. On the cross
Jesus sireiched oul his arms to protect us from the harmful consequences
af the evil things we say and do and fail to do.

Sometimes Christians have portrayed God the Father as a God so angry
with sinners that he must vent his anger somehow and oh someche. Jesus
is portrayed &z the innocent bystander who loves hummankind so much thet
he offers to be the object of God's wrath in order to protect us from God's
fury. So God vents all of his hatred of sin on Christ who protects us from
hetl.

| believe that's a distortion of the Gospel and a distortion of God's
wrath and grace. Rether on the cross we see, not an innocent bystander
who volunteers to be the victim of God's wrath. On the cross we see God

himself in Christ. We see God himself choosing to go to hell in our place;

protecting us fron"urhell and judgment and condemnation. God was in Christ
reconciling the world to himself not couting our trespasses against us. So
on the cross we see in Jesus God himself with his arns cutstretched to
protect us from the hell and judgement that we all deserve.

| can remember how, as & four year old child, my mother and sunt took
tne to & football stadium in Downingtown to see a fireworks display. Each
tirme a rocket went up it would explode with a loud thunder clap that
terribly frightened me. | cried and screamed in terror. But there was &
friend sitting next to us who siretched cut his arms to me. He put his
arms around me and cavered my head with his jacket so that the noise was
muffled and the flashes of light couldn't be seen and | felt protected.
That's whet God wants to do for us. In Christ we see his arms
putstretched on the cross to protect us.

Sometimes we become frightened by the holiness and justice of God and
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his unbending and absolute laws. Even in our day and age we sometimes
slill discover deep within us a vague and haunting fear of hell and
judgment. Then again ho one can look at this world and not be frightened
by the threat of war, naturel disasters, and the uncertainty of our warld's
future. But on the cross we see the outstretched arms of a man who is the
Lord of Life and the Prince of Peace. His arms are autstretched in love to
protect us from that nuclear holoceust and from the judgement we bring
upon ourselves. Let his love drew you to him for protection and sefety and
comfort. His arms are cutstretched to protect you.

Thirdly, the srms al Christ are avisirelched in hlessing Look
gt that man lifted up on the cross with his arms stretched out to bless ys
and be drawn to him by his magnetic love. When Jesus died on the cross

h1s arms yere stretched oul. Joseph of Arimnathes came slong and t and took

dnwn mq body, wrapped 1t anhd prepared it for burial. There the body of
Jesus lay lifeless in the tomb until, on Easter Sunday, he was raised from
the dead by the bower of God. He carne back to his disciples end stretched
out his arms once more over them in blessing. There was Peter who had
denied his Lord yet Jesus stretched out his arms to bless him. There was
Thomas who had doubted. But Jesus stretched out his arms to bless him.
And he's here this marning, risen from the dead, with his artns
outstretched to bless you today, to make us truly happy to serve and obey
him within the Church, the Body of Christ,

| once read of & Christisn businessman in Londen who was also a lay
preacher at a mission on the east side of London. Since he had an interest
it engineering he visited the Reilway Engineering Works at Swindon
cutside London one day. A young engineer showed him around and after the

tour was ovsr the two men walked slowly Lo the gate of the factory. They



e e

stood for & few minutes talking. The lsy-preacher was thanking the young
man for teking the time to shaw him around. Then he went to say,
“Goodbye” and shake-hands with the engineer. But when he took the
engineer's hand it felt cold and fishy. The young manager was embarassed
by his weak hand-shake and explained, "When | was an apprentice | had an
accident. A nail was driven all the way through my hand and {'ve never
been able to close it since.” At that moment the 1ay preacher laid his hand
on the young managers should and said, "Ninetesn hundred years ago there
was & young carpenter in Nazareth. They drove a nail through his hands,
and he's never been able to clase therm since.”

As yau leave this church this morning I'd 1ike you to see this vision of
Christ crucified, his hands autstretched. I'd like you to see him risen from

‘the dead, alive, and present with us this morning with his arms stitl .

outstretched in Tove-- stretched out in invitation; stretched out in
protection; stretched out in blessing. If you're a visitor or haven't
warshipped with us for some time 'd like you also to see in this worship
service and in the people of this church, the Body of Christ, whose arms
are outsiretched in tove to you. And as we see him high and lifted up, may
we all be drawn to him, to fall at his feet, to worship him, Lo trust him, to
obey him as Lord, both now and forever. Amen.

Let us pray: Gracious God, you have called us into your Chureh to be the Body of Christ in the
world. May the world and this sommunity of Dxford see something of Christ inus, May they see inus
the arnis of Christ stretehed out in invitation, protection and blessing and may they experience in us

something of the magnetic love of Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen,



