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A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Chursh, Oxford, PA on January 18, 1932.
Seripture Lessons : Psalm 100, Isaish £:1-8; Revelation 1:9~18.

IM THE NAME OF THE FATHER AMD OF THE SON AMD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.
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Savior than worship? In worship we come to know that the the LORD who ravealed
himself to isaiah is none other than the One who has come to us in Jesus Christ. In
yorship we recognize that God cannot be known apart fram God’s revelation of
himself. in worship we‘cume to know that God made us and that none of us is self
made. We come {0 know that we belong to the God who gave himself to us in Jesus
Christ. When | come to a worship service | want to meet God. | want to hear God.
And yet there are so many obstﬁcles‘ qthat can get in the way of our seeing and ]
hearing the Gaﬁ‘ w‘hc: hasréveaienjmmselfint‘t;r;s:.wl i's a- rﬁirla::'}éuthat this ever
takes place.

when Pastor Inggvist was in seminary, Garrison Keillor tells us, he was
preparing for his first sermon as a student pastor in a small Lutheran c‘hurch.
Some fellow seminarians made a bet with him. “We’ll give you ten dollars if you
can hame in your sermon the Biblical animal that we're thinking of ” MNow
seminarians can be pretiy irreverent at times, so Inggvist agreed. His friends
came that Sunday and sat in the back to hear inggvist preach. In his sermon he
listed ail the pairs of animals that came into the ark. He mentioned the rooster

that crowed when Peter denied Jesus and the donkey on which Jesus rode on Palm

Sunday. He mentioned the peacocks that were brought by the Queen of Sheba to



Solomon. He sooke of the Lion of the Tribe of Judsh and the camels that brought
the wise men to Jesus. And in all this he tried to draw out some spiritual lessons
for the congregation while at the same time trying to win the bet. Every once ina
while he’d look in the back of the sanctuary to see if he’d named the Biblical
animal. He could see his friends stifling their 1sughter at his vain attempt to
name the Biblical animal.

In the middie of this irreverent sermon, & distraught woman in the
congregation began to cry out, “0 Jesus! Save me Jesus!” She was crying. How
this isn’t the type of the thing that usually takes place usually in & stald Lutheran
worship service. She left her pew, came forward and knelt at the Communion
Table crying, “0 Jesus. Forgive me. Forgive me. Save me, Jesus. Save me!” And

All of a sudden inggvist-was overcome with-shame and-self-loathing. He'd
been called by God to preach the Gospel but had turned the worship service into a
carnival. But somehow the Holy Spirit broke through and touched this poor woman
who so much needed to hear the gracious word of God. Filled with remorse,
Inggvist interrupted his sermon, stepped out from behind the pulpit knelt beside
the crying woman. All he could say was, “I'm sorry. 'm so sorry.”

| guess what moved me so much when | first heard that story was how God
can reach down and touch men and women and young people in worship despite all
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why is worship so imporiant for me? Why do | keep coming week after week
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to a worship service? That question made me think of how, when I’'m in the



wilmington area "l drive by the home my faiher butlt in Brookland Terrace, north

of Prices Corner. ¥Why do [ do this? Wwhy, afier being away for 30 yesrs do | keep
going back? | guess because that home has become a sacred place. It was there
that my dad and | would sit in front of the radio on Sunday night and listen to
Edgar Bergen and Charley McCarthy. There my brother and sisters and their
families would gather for Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas. And when | return |
sanse something of their presence.

The worship service is like that old home. In worship we gather with the
family of God on earth and in heaven to meet with the God who has reveaied
himeelf in Christ. There’ve been times when I've encountered God in a powerful

way in a worship service. It doesn’t happen all the time. In fact our Scripture

lessons imply that the-visionof-God-isaiahrand-Jonhnexperienced wére extraodinary

events and not something that happened at every worship service.

0f course God is always present. God is always herz as ah unseen presenisx
whom vre worship and praise. The Risen Lord is here even when we don’t see him
or feel him or hear him eddressing us personally. But sometimes the veil is lifted
and the only words that cen express what | have experienced is to say that I've
seen God in the worship service. |'ve heard the Word of God address me personslly
in a8 powerful way, assuring me of pardon and cailing me to rededicate myseif to
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. And | keep coming back in the hopes of this
happening again. | come because | want to encounter the living God who has

revealed himself in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. | need that sncounter
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to empovrer me to do what God calls me to do.

e might not see God like Isaieh did. We might not see the risen Christ like
John did on the island of Patmos. But God is here this morning, high and lifted up
and seated upon his heavenly throne. And the Risen Christ is here this morning, the
one who has the keys to death and 1ife, whose eyes are like a shining fire. There

are times when the veil is lifted.



