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The Proclamation Of The Gospel 

Scripture Lessons: Jeremiah 31:7-14; Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18; John 1:1-18 

 

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLDY SPIRIT. 

AMEN. 

 

I was cleaning out our basement over Christmas vacation and came across a gadget for which I 

can’t figure its purpose.  I had it in Reedsville twenty years ago and didn’t know then what it was 

for.  I took it to Kenmore, New York thinking that I might one day figure out what it’s for.  I 

came across it again this past week and finally threw it out. I’m sure it once served a valuable 

purpose but I’ve forgotten long ago what it is.  The Church, too often, is like that gadget whose 

purpose we’ve forgotten.  Churches which forget their real purpose eventually die. 

 

We’re in danger of forgetting our purpose.  Our purpose is not to physically rebuild the church. 

The physical rebuilding of the church is only a means to fulfilling the great ends of the church.  

Our denomination has summarized what the Bible says about the purpose of the church in a 

classic statement.  “The great ends of the Church are the proclamation of the gospel for the 

salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the 

maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social 

righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.” 

 

The first great end of the church is the Proclamation of the Gospel for the Salvation of 

Humankind.  A primary duty of the Church is to tell what God has done for the world through 

the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  The church is not a religious club solely to meet the 

needs of our own membership.  William Temple once said, “The church is the only organization 

which exists primarily for the benefit of those who don’t belong.”  God has placed us in this 

town, not to satisfy our own needs, but to proclaim the Gospel. 

 

Proclaiming the Gospel is not simply doing good things in the name of Christ.  Healing the sick, 

liberating the oppressed, and feeding the hungry are good Christian activities.  They open doors 

for the proclamation of the Gospel.  They heal the hurts of individuals and groups of people but 

they don’t, in and of themselves, bring people into the kingdom of God.  The proclamation of the 

Gospel, however, brings men and women into the kingdom of God.  It moves them from 
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darkness to light, it liberates them from the power of Satan and enfolds them in the loving power 

of God. 

 

One of the great temptations for Christians in North America is to believe in Jesus but to live 

without any sense of sharing his mission.  The temptation is especially real because most people 

in our society live without a commitment to any cause other than their own individual and 

personal goals.  To believe in Jesus is to be sent-sent with the good news of the gospel to those 

who are near and far away. 

 

The task of proclaiming the Gospel is not solely the responsibility of the minister.  It’s the 

responsibility, as well, of the session, the deacons and every member of the church. Every 

committee and every member should ask, “What can we do to help fulfill the goal of proclaiming 

the good news of Jesus Christ for the Salvation of humankind, both in Oxford and around the 

world?”  As many as 40% of the men, women and children of this community are unchurched.  

60% of the people in the United States don’t worship with God’s people on a weekly basis. 

 

But the mission of the church to proclaim the Gospel isn’t just local.  It’s world-wide.  There’ a 

great temptation to look only to our own needs as we rebuild our church, especially when we are 

about a million dollars short of what we need.  But it would be a grave mistake to decrease our 

mission giving.   

 

About ninety years ago our denomination sent a Christian medical doctor to the village of Taegu, 

in Korea.  Today there are 120 qualified Korean medical doctors and only one American.  Every 

one of those Korean doctors is a Christian because, nearly a hundred years ago, our church 

recognized the task of proclaiming the gospel for the salvation of humankind as a primary 

purpose of the church. 

 

Everyone of those Korean Christian medical doctors also belongs to the hospital’s preaching 

Society.  These Korea doctors believe that it’s one of their primary purposes to be able, not only 

to minister to human needs with their medical skills, but also to be able to proclaim the good 

news of Jesus Christ.  On weekends, teams of doctors and nurses fan out into the countryside 
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where no medical care is available.  The mobile clinic carries them into villages where they give 

free medical care to the needy, and in the evening they assist the hospital chaplain in evangelistic 

services.  What if each one of us saw one of our primary purposes as being able to proclaim the 

good news of Jesus Christ? 

 

“But should we really try to convert people to our belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior?” 

someone asks.  That’s what many professing Christians ask.  Howard Lowry, the late President 

of Wooster College was once talking with Dr. Radhakrishnan, the Hindu philosopher who 

became President of India.  Lowry remarked that he was sometimes embarrassed by the 

Christian claim of the uniqueness of Jesus Christ which is at the heart of the proclamation of the 

Gospel.  To say to India, “Jesus Christ is the light of the world” isn’t that arrogance?  Isn’t it a 

subtle way of exalting ourselves, of cultural imperialism, as if to say ‘We only have the light.’” 

 

Dr. Radhakrishnan replied, “Yes, but the Christian has no choice.  This is what your scriptures 

say; you cannot say less.  You are saved from arrogance when you say it in the spirit of Jesus 

Christ.”  The Hindu philosopher was right.  WE have no choice as a church or as individual 

Christians.  We must proclaim the Gospel for the salvation of humankind or become like the 

discarded gadget I found in my basement which I finally threw away because I’d forgotten its 

purpose.   

 

Our Christian conviction is that people are not all right as they are.  They need Christ and 

without Christ no matter how nice or how good or how wise they are they’re not all right.  Your 

neighbor needs Christ as much as you do.  So does everyone who has not received Jesus Christ.  

In our Gospel lesson we heard that God, the incarnate Word, became flesh and entered the world 

in Jesus Christ yet the world did not him.  There are people in this town who don’t know Christ.  

There are people around the world who’ve never even heard of Christ.  And the Gospel writer 

says that Jesus came unto his own and his own received him not, but to all who received him he 

gave power to become children of God.   
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A primary purpose of our church is to offer salvation free to all people in the power of the Holy 

Spirit, to receive it through faith in Christ; to ask people to repent of their sins, to trust Christ, to 

be baptized, and to enter a life honoring Jesus as Lord. 

 

Our Directory of Worship, plainly states, “The invitation to respond to Jesus Christ should be 

offered frequently and regularly in the Service for the Lord’s Day.”  What could be a better way 

to begin this new year than to commit or renew your commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior. 

 

If you’ve not yet come into the family of God, let me suggest you pray something like this:  

“Lord Jesus Christ, I want to receive you.  I want to trust you.  Give me the power to become a 

child of God.  Come into my life as my Lord and Savior.  Thank you for what you’ve done.” 

 

May this congregation experience a renewed commitment, this year, to the task of proclaiming 

the Gospel for the salvation of humankind. 

 

All glory to you, great God, for the gift of your Son, light in darkness and hope of the world, 

whom you sent to save humankind.  With singing angels, let us praise your name, and tell this 

community and the whole world his story, so that people may believe, repent, rejoice, and bow 

down, acknowledging your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


