Why was Jesus born? In the past several weeks
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we have heard several answers gdgen;%g:ﬁgs@s:and

us—=thet Jesus was born to destroy the works of the
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égz}l. Hot¥rime—dhat Jesus was born to take away

sins. Last week we heard Jesustieileuns. that he

~—

was born to bear witness to the truth. And today
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our Lord tells us that he was born that we might

have life. "I have come that they might have 1life,
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and have it to the full." What he meant was this.

He came that we might have a surplus of life, a
superabundance of life. To be a follower of Jesus,
to know who He is and to be his disciple is to
have a superabundance of life,

William Barclay tells the story of a Roman
soldier who came to Julius Caesar with a request
for permission to commit suicide. He was a wretched,
miserable, dispirited man with no energy, no pur-
pose, and could see his life only from the per-
spective of this world. Caesar looked at him.

"Man," he said, "were you ever really alive?"
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and witheut Christ-we—see 1ife-only from the per-
spective—of—our earthly Iives.—<But—whemr we wa
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with—Jesus;—whenmwe knowJesus, when we trust—in
Jesus—there eemes into our lives a TEewpurpose—for
living, a new pawer—for living; and we-sece life.
from—a-different perspective, f£rom the perspective
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Let's think a little deeper about what Jesus
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sale—abeut the abundant life he was born that we
might have. Abundant life means, first of all,
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hew power. Power and life are so closely related.
As our life ebbs, our power ebbs as well. As we
grow older we efiten- grow weaker. But Jesus came
that we might live life to the full. He came to
give us a new power to live,xowdfoc beww ofd un an,
ety Puasd he i\

Jesus said that when we receiwe-him as our

savior he gives us the power to become the sons



and daughters of God. This new power comes from
a new birth, a spiritual birth, a birth from above.
Jesus said to Nicodemus, "You must be born again."
When we are born again by the Spirit of God we have
new life, abundant 1ife, we are able to live 1life
to the full,

o~ With the new life of the new birth comes,
increasingly, a new power to forgive rather than
to hold grudges. There comes increasing power to
struggle and resist temptation rather than to give
in. There comes increasing power to love people
who don't like us. There comes increasing power
to deal with life's heartbreaks., Someone has said
that when a Christian hits rock bottom he or she
discovers that their feet are on the Rock of Ages,
and that discovery gives them new power to go on
living.

Who of us doesn't need more abundant life?

Who of us does not need more power to live as Christ
would have us live? Are we not today, many-of us,
like Nicodemus? Is there—net—in+that conversation

betweenJesus and-him a—Word of God for—wus? Is



not our church's prime need today for new life,
abundant life, such a revitalising that can come
only through Christ and through his Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of 1life?

szhe story is told of how one day Henry Drum-
mond, a great preacher of another generation, was
riding in a carriage with a man of the world, who,
as they visited, became impressed with the serene
Christlike spirit Drummond exhibited. Being asked
his secret, the pastor replied, "Suppose," said
he, "You were out riding in a carriage and you are
doing the driving, although your companion is an
expert driver. Riding along you round a bend in
the road and are suddenly confronted with a dan-
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gerous precipice ahead>- what would you do?" "I
would put the reins in the hands of the expert,
immediately," said Drummond's companion. And pre-
cisely when we surrender our lives to Christ, place
our whole relianae and trust on him, put the reins
of our life in His hands, we begin to discover
something of the new power of a new abundant life

given to us by our Jesus Christ. Do-yeu knew-some-




ian because there is a new purpose for living. So
many of us in the twentieth century seem to have
lost a sense of purpose in life. Several weeks
ago I attended a seminar led by John W, Alexander,
the past president of Inter Varsity Christian
Fellowship. He spoke of how, in dealing with un-
iversity students, he will often ask them, "What
is the single over-riding purpose in your life?"
The answer he receives tells him something of how
full that person's life is, If we sense that our
lives have no single over-riding purpose we cer-
tainly can't live life to the full.

As I worked on this sermon I ﬁgg:ggﬁigﬁgd of
words of the great Victorian poet, Matthew Arnold,
which I had caépied down and memorised years ago.
He wrote,

"Nost men eddy about
Here and there-- eat and drink,
Chatter and love and hate,

Cather and squander, are raised
Aloft, and hurled in the dust,



Striving blindly, achieving
Nothing; and then they die.,"

And so we are left asking, "If that's all,
what is the purpose of life?" Notice that these
men do‘;ueh that is good and enjoyable. They eat
and drink. They chatter. They love. They gather.
All those things are good. There is a time for all
of them. They may even be raised aloft, get pro-
motions, rise to the top of their professions. But
eventually fate, or failing health, or hidden
faults, or accidents, or simply growing old hurls
them to the dust. To the dust we all return, no
matter how hard we strive or how much we achieve,
What is the ultimate purpose of our lives if all
our strivings end in dust? MMMW? e daW?

This is the problem that affects every pro-
fession and job today. There is a growing sense
of lack of purpose. A well Known British surgeon
wrote a number of years ago, "What is happening
is that nobody works for the sake of getting the
thing done.... Doctors practice medicine, not
primarily to relieve suffering, but to make a

1iving-- the cure of the patient is something



that happens on the way. Lawyers accept briefs,
not because they have a passion for justice, but
because the law is the profession which enables
them to live." He's talking about the problem of
purposelessness. How many of us are motivated in
our living by some great, momentous purpose?

The reason why men and women found themselves
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living life to the full in theachurch efthe—first
cewmtury was because for the first time in their
lives they found themselves doing something, not
for the sake of pay... but for the sake of getting
a great task done. "For me to live is Christ,"
Paul testified. When a man Oor woman Or young per-
son is gripped by some great purpose, 1life becomes
more full. But Christians have the greatest pur-
pose of all to live. We pray every day, "Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done." God has given us
a kingdom, a plan, a dream, which includes every
person. Robert Schuller has written that "we find
that as we dream of an exciting kingdom controlled
by the gracious will of a wonderful God, the de-
pression of personal insignificance and meaning-

less and purposeless in life disappears l1ike the fog



disapates in the noonday sun." No person is too
insignificant for God. Each one of us hae a
great purpose to live as CGCod's children. The
Westminister Shorter Catechism still says it best
when it says our main purpose for living is "to
glorify God and to enjoy him forever."

<<Two brick layers working on the Washington
Cathedral were asked what they felt their purpose
was., One brick-layer said his purpose was to lay
bricks, one beside the other, day after day, 40
hours a week, and then live it up on the weekends.
The other brick layer said that his purpose was
to build a beautiful cathedral that would inspire
and uplift the spirits of menp women and children
for generations, Which of those two men do you
think was living the more abundant 1ife? The great-
er our sense of purpose, the more abundant our lives
will be, And in God's kingdom no one is simply a
brick-layer, or a dish-washer, or a diaper changer,
or a paper pusher, or a mechanic, or a machinist,
We are building a kingdom by the power of Cod in

what we are doin%;> The new life that Jesus was born
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to give us 1is so abundant because he gives us a
new purpose for living. This afternoon or this
evaning when you are alone and have time to think
take a pencil and a piece of paper and complete
this sentence, "The single over-riding purpose of
my life is..." What would you say? The greater
our purpose, the more abundant our 1life will be.
There is a third aspect ot this abundant life
it Tomms ams botn ko Give (8, The ABIAANEE, Uifs
of which Jesus speaks comes as the result of the
new perspective that Jesus gives us on life. When
Jesus was born in Bethlehem think of the new per-
spective he had on life. Till his birth Jesus had
known life only from the perspective of heaven
where he lived as the eternal Word of God, the
second person in the Holy Trinity. But now, as
a baby, he discovered life from the perspective

of our suffering, striving, hurting world.
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(He same_down—to—earth from heaven
Who isGodandterdef—=all
And his shelter—was—a—stable,
And-his_cradlte—was—a—staltls
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We, on the other hand, apart from Christ, can

view life only from the perspective of this world.

We have a worm's eye view of history. If I live
my life from the perspective of this world alone
it's going to be increasingly hopeless and miserable.
Look at life from this world's perspective alows,
We see grinding poverty alongside wealth., We see
oppression. We see good people suffering from
tragedy and bad people living securely and prosper-
ously. We await the future with fear and appre-
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givera glimpse-of—this wQrld from-a new perspective
at that time,—fmm the pers ive of eternity as
he‘}ay~there~éieinq£>

BuX If I can view my life from God's perspective,
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from the perspective of heaven, my 1ife is bound
to be more abundant. Look at the world from the
perspective of heaven, from the perspective of
eternity, and what do .we,see? We see the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth. We see that the kingdoms
of this earth have become the kingdoms of our lord
and Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.
We see that Satan's doom is sure. We see that
death is swallowed up in victory. We see that
there stands a loving Father behind the cold imper-
sonal universe, waating for his prodigal sons and
daughters to come home, to receive from him new
life,

"I have come that they may have life, and have
it to the full" our Lord said; abundant life be-
cause he giwes us new power; he gives us new pur-
pose; he gives us a new perspective.

Is there anyone here this morning who does not
have that kind of life that Jesus was born to give?
Is there anyone who is hesitating to give your life,
your fleeting life, your failing life, your limited

1life to Jesus Christ in turn for his abundant life?
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Does some one need just a bit more encouragement
or motivation to carry you into the kingdom? Then
let it be this. The life that Jesus was born to
give you is his own life; his very own life. That
is what he was born to offer you-- his very own
life. Yours for his,

I once read a story that so well illustrated
what _our lerd said-and what-he-did. It was Christ-
mas eve in Korea. A woman in labor waked through
the snow to the home of a missionary friend where
she knew she could find help. A short way down
the road from the mission house was a deep gully
spanned by a bridge. As the young woman stumbled
forward, birth pains overcame her. She realised
she could go no farther. She crawled under the
bridge. There, alone between the trestles, she
gave birth to a baby boy.

She had nothing with her except the heavy
padded clothes she was wearing. One by one she
removed the pieces of he?rgiothing and wrapped them
around her tiny son-- around and around, like a

cocoon. Then, finding a discarded piece of burlap,



< | 13

she pulled it over herself and lay exhausted beside
her baby.

The next morning the missionary drove across
the bridge in her jeep to take a Christmas basket
to a Korean family. On the way back, as she neared
the bridge, the jeep sputtered and died, out of gas,
Getting out of the jeep, she started to walk across
the bridge and heard a faint cry beneath her. She
crawled under the bridge to investigate. There she
found the tiny baby, warm but hungry, and the young
mother, frozen to death.

The missionary took the baby home and cared
for him. As the boy grew, he often asked his adopted
mother to £911 him the story of how she had found
him. Then, on Christmas day, his 12th birthday,
he asked the missionary to take him to his mother's
grave. Once there, he asked her to wait a distance
away while he went to pray. The boy stood keside
the grave with bowed head, weeping. Then he began
to take off his clothes. As the astonished missiom-
ary watched from a distance, the boy took off his

warm clothing, piece by piece, ardlaid it on his



mother's grave, until every stitch of clothing was
gone. Then he knelt, naked and shivering in the
sSnow.

"He'll freeze," the missionary thought and
ran to help him put his clothes back on. But as
she got there she heard him cry out to the mother
he never knew, "Were you colder than this for me,
my mother?" And he wept bitterly.

When Jesus was born, he stripeed Himself of
every royal garment and entered into our world of
hatred and cold indifference. Why did he do it?
Because He saw centuries of broken lives needing a

savior. He saw that we were dieing men and women

in need of eternal life, life abundant. He saw that

we needed life with a new purpose, a new power,and

a new perseective. He came that we might have life,

and have it to the full.
And like that Korean mother he offers his very

life to us. He is offering it to you himself,

To you by name he offers it. Listen to him as he

speaks to you in his written and preached word.

Lisken during the remaining prayers and hymns.



Listen when you say your prayers tonight. Listen
when you are alone and the service of this morning
is only a memory. Listen when your soul is quiet,
And it may be that, ringing clear through the dark,
ther, will come a voice, and you will hear him
Speak your name. And then he will say, "I give
you this, my life; new power, new purpose, a whole
new perspective. I give them all to you. My life
for yours. Abundant life." What a day Christmas
will be if that happened between your soul and

¢ Atoavad fatn e TV Mol wrag boanto .
Christ todays And how brimming to the full will
all life's tomorrows be, until the last great
daybreak comes.

AMEN




