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The Schemes of the Devil

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 1 Kings 2:1-4, $0-12; Pealm 121 ; Ephesians 6:10-20; St
Mark 2:1-8, 14-16, 21-23, A& sermon presched by the Revd, Theodore G, Aihnson at Kriox
Prashy tenan Church ors Septernber 1, 1985,

The summer between my junior and senior year at college | read the

compiete tales of Narnia of which 74e {7an, The Wiich and The

Werdrate is the first. Lewis opened my eyes {0 a world full of wonder,

magic and mystery. Then | realized that the magical 1and of Marnia is very

much like our own world, As | read the tales of Narnia | got a new grasp of

the Christian message and its power to break the curse of sin from our

world. The old and wonderful story of Jesus and his victory over Satan

shines through these stories and makes it come alive again. | hope that all

of you, no matter what your age, will commit the next five Sunday

marnings to attendmg our verg specisl Sundsy School program where we 11

and then go to our various classes to discuss it in the light of our
Christian faith, Remember, it’s for people af a1l ages and not just for
children,

The message of our epistle lesson reminded me of 74e £ jan, 7The
Witesn eng The Werdarake. Remember how Paul speaks of & struggle
that's taking place in this world. He warns of the devils schemes. Mow,
my sermon can be summed up in twe words:

{. Danger
[1. Decision.

I. Danger, When Peler, Susan, Lucy and Edmund entered Narnia they
discovered that Jadis the White Witch has overcome most of Marnia and

cast a spell over it so that it's atways winter but never Christmas. She

has the magical power to furn all her enemies to stone. She’'s a master of
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persuasion and deception. You say, "What does that have to do with the

Gospel?” Well, ére Xew Tesismenl ieaches ihet sehind 8l] he dengers in our

1ive, behind 817 the dsrd mensces ihel gversisdonw 71, ihere resily 1s & gerk,
muslericus, spelitinging figure &8¢ word, Behind the temptations stands 74e
ternpter, behind a1l lies stands 74« liar, behind the terrorisin, the dead and
the wars and revolutions stahds 74 “rmurderer from the beginning.”

Fifty years ago, at the height of liberalism, & minister might have been
embarassed Lo talk about the prince of darkness, But in our time we've had
far too much contact with demonic rulers and powers of this world. ‘We're
probably more aware of the evil going on in the world than ever before in
history. wWe've seen how an alien spirit can lake control of a nation and its
rulers and change decent and reasonable people, driving them to

trrutahhes Gelucmns of power, and fits of madness of Whll"h theg never
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appeared to be capable trefore How e]se Can JL‘IU explam huw S0 manu goud
Germans never smelled the fiesh of burning men and women in the ovens of
Buchenwald, Dachauy, and Belsen. Year by year we've seen how science, that
carries so much hope for destroying hunger, poverty, and disease, is
sgbotaged by an unseen hand so that research is diverted into the
development of bombs, the flaming arrows of the evil one. I seems as
though some invisibiie hand is passing an invisibie cup of peison from
nation to nation and throwing them into confusion.

The prince of dsrlness s so dangerons becsuse i1's & mesier of dispuise,
Sornetimes the Devil goes about as @ roaring lion 1ooKing very much ke
Aglan; very regal, very powerful and good. At other times it appears as an
angel of light offering more light than what we have already in the Bible.
Like Jadis, the white witch, it doesn’t look evil. There are no horns, ho

cioven hoofs, no tail,
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The priace of dsriness Is so dongeraus becsuse it's 5 mesier of DErsusston.
wher the seducer tries te bring someone into its power, it doesn't say,
"Come, et me teach you samething evil; '] show you & sin.” If it were to
begin its seduction in such a foolish wsy, our conscience would be
shocked and we'd try to escape the temptation. But the Tempter would
never begin in such a stupid wey. Instead the Devil says, "Come, I'l] teach
you something interesting, I give you samething pleesurable, something
that will give you & glarious thrill end give you the chance to ve to the
full. You can be rich. You can be pawerful. You can be popular st very
little cost.” Or it seys, "You've a right to this thing. After all you've been
chealed. You've been given & raw deal. You have & right to whet they say
isn't yours.”
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Sfmmi {/m & 2hel e more we Tesr 1 Mf nore zxﬁa’fr s power \v& come. 'W’hen

we have excessive fear of the devil and when we become preoccupied with
its activities we become easy victims, We begin Lo blame the deyil for all
our sins shd wesknesses. "The devil made me do it.” But Jesus tells us,
“For trom within, out of men's hearts, came evil thoughts, sexual
imrmoratity, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy,
slander, arrogance and folly.” Don't blame the devil for your sins. We pay
the devil too much of a compliment and it 1oves to be blamed. [t loves to
take the credit for all the sinful and evil things we do on our own, The
devil 1oves for people to believe that it has more power than it actually
does. The Sgducer loves it when we abdicate responsibility for what we
da.

Jn ihe olher hong, ie Prince of Deriness csm 5750 turn disheliel 1o its

sdvsntege. Most of ug have been heavily influenced by materististic



thought. Everything there is is e result of impersonsal matter, infinite
time and limitless space. in a8 msterialistic world there's no place for &
devil or the demonic, It's neither raticnal nor material, and z0 it can't
exist. The powers of darkness were so pervasive in Nezi Gerrnany
precisely because Germany was so enlighted, so civilized, so retional, so
powerful that they thought there were no powers which they couldn't
control if they'd just meke up their mind to do so and would use their best
scientific techniques.

tl. So the Devil is dangerous because it's & master of disquise, it's &
master of persussion, it's & keen student of humesn nature, knowing haw 1o
turn excessive fear, on the one hend, or scepticism, on the other, toits

own diabolicsl purposes. Bul if there is danger, God calls us to decision,

God hes given us weapons to protect us from the schemes of the devilend_. .

calis us to put thern on, to stand our ground snd to pray.

There's a scene in 7ie Lian, The Witeh and The Werdrabe where
Father Christmas gave magicsl weapons to Peter, Lucy and Susen. God has
also given us weapons. He's given us Zrwéh There's something within us
that knows when we're lieing to others or to ourselves. God calls his
peopie to put on the beit of truth. We are not to be people of the lie but
people of the truth who can be truthful sbout ourselves as well a5 with
others. God has also given us r/ghieousness That meeans, in part, that
we're to arm ourseives with the knowledge of what's right end wrong.
we're to teke o stand for what is right and not remain silent. Someone has
seid that all it takes for the forces of evil to triumph is for goad people tcn
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do nothingr God nas also given us the Gospel of gesce The Gospel is the
joyufut proclamation that God has made peace with us. God was in Christ

reconciling the world to himself. Peace is possible because Christ has
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against their will carry out his gracious plans. However powerful the

conguered Satan. Armed with the gospel of pesce we hove confidence in
our spiritual conflicts, God has also given us sa/y&i/anso that nothing
can separate us from the love of God which {s in Christ, not even demans,
nor any powers. fFinatly God arms us with his #%era Listen to his word in
our Psalrn for the day. "He will not et your foat slip-- he who watches
aver you will not slumber.” His Word {o Salarmon is alse his word to us,
"Be strong, show yourself a man, and observe what the Lerd your God
requires: Wealk in his ways, and keep his decrees and cammands, his laws
and requirerments,”

In this battle we don't stand alone. ‘We stand beside Jesus and he
stends at the right hand of God in kingly sovereignty. And beceuse Christ
is Lord even the satanic principatities and powers must serve him, and
Devil is and however wiley his schernes the Lord God is mare powerful and

his purposes mare sure, God has the Devil an g teash. Because we stand
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beside Jesus, the Tempter can bark snd may frighten us but can't bite.” The
serpent’s Lail may rattle, but his head is slready crushed. So let us comne
to the Lord's table resolving to "be strong in the Lord and in his mighty
power.” Let us come to the Lord's table with a decision Lo gu? en the armar
Gud has given us, Lo fate our stend against the devil's schemes and prsy in
the Spirit on all occasions with a1l kinds of prayers and requests,
Let us pray : 0 God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternat life and to
zerye you is perfecd' frazdem: Defend us, your servants, in all assaults of the enerny ; that we, surely

trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of the adversary ; through the might of JJesus Christ
our Lord. Amen,



