The Smallness of Goad

& peymwn greeched by Ted Ailidsecn, Mindster, Ouwiord Presbyisriss Chureh, Onford, Pa on e Second

Sunday after Chrigtmes, January 2, 199¢. Scripiure Lessone: Jerstndsh 31:7-14; Pealm 147; Ephesians 1:3-
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stars and he origing of the universs. On Christmas mor fming 1 iound @y Dearts

desive nider the Christimas free, & $24.95 Sears and Bosbuck falssc
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zaw the glant pianst, Jupiter, and ifs moons. I focused on one of the siars in the

congiellation Orion, 3 brilliant red star so hngs that s own sun is @
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ag 1 stared 3t these celesiial objecis. I Koew sl when 1 locksd iroush o ¥
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skese when dindsavurs still reamed the earth. The silence of infinife snaces fusled

by e o  ame s, i T, s e P v, i 3 S, L - o b, o o, I -
sstroticmers  with much more sophisticated telsconmes then mine have

discovered that the moest distant o%}j?efé;z i the universe ’-'.i"e traveling away Iroim us
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nearty at the spesd of lighi” They discover that all the tziﬁeﬂwﬂ are Yeirealing from
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e of the ziars 1 ooked at were 3¢ a7 away thal (he Hoht I saw 4ad lefl thess
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calculale the disiances and the sheeds of these calaclisl objecis thevre abls 1o Irace
everyihing in the universe back 1o one particular place and time when eyerFining

Wost phiysicisis and asivonomers, Chrisliang and non-Christians, believe in what
15 popularly Known as "the big bang” theorv of the tniverse. Scleniisiz belisve that

on vears ago evervihing was contained in

kt
& Lid

nucleus of an alom. Everyihing! Galames with mililons of siars, all the planeis, the
nebulae, all the lght, matler, and energy in the whole universe was compressed

> of the nucleus of an atom. Not even the most Toweriul microecones

can capiufe the nuclers of an alom. Bul scientists belisve ¢
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UNIVErte WAz compressed i an area thal simall shoul 20 billion vears ago.

ENE Tt s - s Samy e 3 b gt 2T oy e, g o e e e s e s TR0 b oo s
sleven Gore, wriling in the Asdioss/ Seomapfe magszins said, "AY the cosmos

Pl T e S T ~ -1 e AT Famdr e e mowed e S - - T o
WD W CHI GRESTTE-- WS Condenzed 0l A region much smaller than sn stom

bk, God and the dolronomers wirites, . all of the universe
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Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word wwas

God. He was in the beginning with God. A6 things came inlo beiag throush him,

and withoul him not ong thing came Inde belng . And the Word becams flesh and

& :
lived smong ug, 7

Think of thall Whal an incredible slatement.  Christians believe that the
creabion of the universe s the handiwork of 4 baby born in Beihlehem almost fv
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thouzand vears age. Al things, atemic particles, Juarks, quasars, pulsars

%

sbulae, black-holes, all things visible and invisible wers created by him and for

nim.  Before fhe so called "Bl bang” which sclentists believe staried off fhe
uiiverse 15 a Person - Ons whe bacams 3 hiuman being. The One wiho was Dorn in

Bethlshein is none other thal the One who fung oul ihe siars from bis hands.

Incredible!  Christians confess thal a Jewish baby born in Bethlchem is the

Hichard Crashaw said if so well when he wrole

Welcome, ail Wonders in one sighi!
Eterpndty shol in g spas.

Sumney in Winder, Dav in Might
Heaven inearth, snd God in ii«m

Great Hille one! Whose sl embracing birth

Lifiz warih io heaven, otouns

RS scientizis Dellave WAl everyihing
in e universe was once packed inde a space fhe size of an abumic nucleus?

-~-~' ~ B N T T . o 3 7Lty - A
hriziizns Delieve thal the elernal God who created

the space the size of 2 & pound baby. Christisns who are scientists hold hath of

these Twe incredible bellels. D' cerlsinly not sclentifically trained, bub 1

fast as those who 1Irst Knew [esus wers reluctant fo helisvs that he wias God in
the flssh, Solentists were aleo reluctant to beliews, ab firet, that the universe was

theorizs (hal Albert Einslsin fnally howed 10 e evidence ar
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that the whols universe was once coniracted inte 3 space o
millions of Chriztians have been led fo believe by the testimony of men and wiomen
who Knew Jesus. Somne Christlans, ke € 3. Lewis, found Christisns belisfs about

jesus o incredible thal they struggled for vears against belisving that the eternal

od Decams 3 man bedng in i,

Maybe you or some of your Iriends are skepiizal abeoui these clain !

ancourage slieplical men and women 1o approach the Christian faith as 2 scientist
#xamnings the empirical evidence. Read the Bible. Atfend worship, Join Bible study
groups. Mindster o the sick and poor and hungry, Actuall
rotpinatiments or the Sermon on the Mount until vou become frustrated wi

TRLL

atlures, Az we 40 This we often become drawn mote afd mors {nto the Hie of

Christian Taith dosen’t usually
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comme all al once. Many Christians can't think of a

{‘v

specific time when they first received Christ. It's kind of like falling in love. Some

Tyl F2it 3w Tro ot Flend oigint I Te I L T s T Ha i T e B e ST e o
peobds fall in lovwe al firet sight. One enchanted evening vou look across 3 crowded
L e i~ m O g - o 3

Gance [loor and ¥ou see her and you know she's the one youll marry. I dosen’t

happen ofien DUl we always enjov heating the siories of people whe fall in love at

first gight, Wlost people fall in love siowly as they do things fogeiher. They shars

cormmeon inferssis and spend tme together until cne day she save, "1 dow't Lnow

Ior sure. Bub I fhink D'm i dowe” T've Lnown peodle who
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That's the way it is with receiving Christ and belleving in him. Peopls whe don't

believe that Jesus is the One who was in the beginning by whom il things were

fads - people like thal don't usvally suddenly siart o bolisve. Bather thevw
- - L4

friend iz a Christian. That Christian frisnd invites ther oo a

of 4 special pub-luck dinner or to 2 Bible study., They slowly

becomns draw intoe the life of the chureh until e das v ey say, 71 think | belisve
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“

i Christ, @ want to bnow bl belier, [ want to follow im ®

En N . B YR L W S Erd S P Rt TS DO I g, R - ] L LI S S N NI,
Son of God, begotlen of his Falher Defore all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God”

admdghty God, yor heve Hilled we with the Hght of the Word who beoame flesh and Uved awng wa, Lot the
Light of faith shine in 2l thel we do *%i'nrw.(gj ?s'- gug Choisl suy s‘_ﬁﬂ'é whvr lvez and veigne with vom in the
aedty of the Hely Spdril one God. now and forever. Amen.
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