The ¥Yision
& zermon by Ted Atkinson, Mindster | Quford Pr eshuyterian Church, Duford, F'A on the 25t Sunday after
Fentecost, Movernber 13, 1°P°. humpturﬁ Leszons: Daniel 7.2- 14, Pfaln: 143:8-13; Hebrews
To:11-1 ‘Ei_; Mark 12 :2'4—3'2.

IN THE HAME OF THE FATHER AHD OF THE SOM AHD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

Daniel had & vision of God in one of the darkest mights in the history of
the Jews. He saw what others weren't able to see. He saw that God is in
control. He saw that God will have the last word, He saw a marvelous
wision of the coming Kingdom of Christ which will one day encampass the
whole earth.

That vision of Christ's kingdom is what motivates my ministry. That
vision gives me confidence. [t gives me confidence that every beast that
threatens God's plans will be slain. It gives me confidence that Christ's
kingdorm will continue and expand. 1t gives me confidence that no obstacle
15 50 great that it can stand in the way of God's loving purposes for this
world. This vision has been what has motivated me throughout my
ministry and | believe it motivates the session of our church,

we have & vision of God's glory here at the Oxford Presbyterian Church.
we believe the Bible is the Word of God. We believe that the vision of God
described in the book of Daniel is true. We believe that nothing is more
irportant in all the world than that men and women and children should
see this vision of God and be captivated by this wision of Christ's kingdam.
This wision of who God is, and this vigion of Christ's kingdom is behind
everything we do here in this church. 7~

why are people coming out on Wednesday nights to this church; some to
pray, some to sing in the choir, some to participate in the evangelism
course? IWs because to some degree, more or less, these people have seen
.’nmPHHI’[q if this vision of God and the Plnqdum af Christ, Feople who

have caught a glimpse of this glorious vision waat to iﬂj‘g about it and



praise God in song and music. We want to call upan him in prayer because
ve know bod hears and answers prager. ‘We want to know better how to be
a faithful witness of this vision to others.

This vision of God and the Kingdom of Christ is what motivated the
zession to hire Paul Houseknecht. .

This vision of God and the Kingdom of Christ is what g8 motivated us
to rebuild the organ and renovate the sanctuary...

This vision of God and Kingdom of Chirst is what has motivate such
zons and daughters of this church as Bruce Rigdon... The Murrays... Jim
surnner.. Laurie Winchester. Somehow, aver the years, past ministers have
been able to communicate that vision of the glory of God and the Kingdom

of Christ in such a way that these, and so many uThPr' have pursued the

vigion in greater depth.

We have g vision of the glory Df Hod and éf' lﬁ'n'?s»t “towhaor haJ beern
given dominion and glory and sovereignty, that all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve him, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion”
That's why we support the General dssembly General Mission. One of the
great success stories of Presbyterian missions is still being written in
Korea. 100 years ago thers were no Christians in Korea. Today over half
the people in Korea are Christians and it all began with several
Presbyterian missionaries. Our giving to the General Assembly General
Miszion enables others nrnagdiﬁgim’ld fu Wc:r-“xh!p and setve Jesus Christ .
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| hope we never let money problems stop us from pursueing the vision
that God has given us. Money problems may delay us but | hope we will
never 1et them defeat us. Churches rarely have money problems. To often

the real problem is lack of the vision of God, lack of the vision of the



Kingdam of Christ, lack of dynamic, need-filling ideas. | hope we never
use the Tack of money as an excuse to keep us from daing all we can that

othres might see the vision and worship and abey Christ.

This 15 the third and final stewardship sermaon for this year. |If you've

been here for the past three weelk | you might get the feeling that this
church is always asking for money. But that would be & false ass Uumption.
This church rarely talks about man ey, except in November during the
Stewardship campaign and & couple of special mi EE o offerings
o dl ohsn Gon Dt adyowd o

throughout the year. 1t's not the church that's alw uJ asking for money,
1t's the world. When did you last go to the grocery store and the checker
failed to ask you for money? Your mort qage campany asks for money with
unfailing regularity. IT you are like most people, each month brings @ new
collection of bills.

who witholds a percentage of every dollar you earn? Your Uncle Sam
does that. Your Father in heaven doesn't. You can atiend worship every
week- there's no admission charge. It's very difficult now-a-days to get a
doctor to make a house call but if you're sick, your pastor will visit you
for free. wWhat do you do when your Toved one dies? ‘what will it cost?
The funeral home will certainly charge for its services. Your church will
not. You have to pay taxes to provide your children "free” public education,
but your church operates a Sunday Schoal and youth groups which will give
quality Chirstian education with absolutely no cost or obligation.

The church requires no membership fee, no annual dues. 11 never sends
itz merbers 8 bill. |s there any other arganization in the world that

lowmomi sy - -,
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PHNCUIGNS a0 Wal oo Enaw of ane. You SEE, the truth iz the church

‘asks for money” less than anything can think of.
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God has many servants who are glad to have a part in providing ministry

in.esus’ name through the church. They joufully give mesethentheir
shaee 50 that athers who cannot or choose not to contribute may receive
that ministry at no cost. Consider this paradox. Cormpared to the
government and the bill collectors, the church almost never asks for
maoney. Yet of all the things your money could be used for, very few are
more irnportant than what the church provides.

The church is here to share the love of Jesus Christ (fBmsst The

iy, e I monddces:

church is hege to keep the vision of God before we. Our money goes to serve
nirr. e will continue to provide minis try in Jesus’ name to everyone,
whether they can afford to contribute or not. Isn't that something you

would Tike to be g part of ?
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