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The Weakness of God w‘:f 3
)
A sermnon preached by Ted Atkinzon, Minister | Oxford Fresbyterian Church, Dford, P& on the 4th ' {: ¢
Sunday after Epiphany , January 28, 1990, Seripture Lessons: Micsh 6:1-3; Fealm EXR AR el
1 Corinthianz 1:18-31 ; Matthew 5 1-12. -
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. \\;
\ N
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Last night at the dinner table | was talking with my boys about the Ay
Super Bowl teams. We all agreed that San Francisco had the strongest
X
tearn by far with Jog Montana at quartertack. | gsked the expert in the ”
farnily about the respective strengths and weaknesses of Denver. ‘wWe wers \;/&
. ot : , 4
pretty much convinced that Denver didn't have much of 3 chance but that's 5-
who i'm rooting for -
\J
Since | hadn't finished my sermaon yet | then asked if they thought that ™2
) =
God had any weaknesses. They couldn't think of any. 1t's hard 1o imagine }
that God has any weaknesses at all. He created the umiverse oy the powear 2

af hiz word. He brought the plagues upon Egypt and divided the Red Sea and
led his people on dry ground to the Promised Land. He provided for his

peaple for forty gears in the desert as Moses led them on When they

reached the oramised land he raised up great military leaders like Joshug

;\ L\.;\,\; Ll pr(?/‘/‘»vw

and Deborah and the greatest of all, King David, How could there De any
weakheszes in GodY

And yet St Paul, inoa very striking image, speaks of the weakness of
God: Cthe weakness of God is stronger than man's strength” | want us 1o )
think sbout the weakness of God which iz stronger than aur strength. Jur :i
Refarmed tradition has always stressed the sovereignty of God. P onot *7
used to thinking about the weakness of God. Then | began to 33k myse elf, t’)

“what do people consider to be weakness" when you say of someone, "That Oy
does that

aerson have? Then | began to think about Jesus. And | began to think that,

roon g oweak, She's not very strong” ‘wWhat characteristics
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by human standards, Jesus did heve zome weaknesses and | began to

understand o little better what Paul nvnnf when he znoke of the weaknes:

L'.'

af God.

Firzt, the weakness of God 15 seen in the tears of Jesus, when you zee
a Tl grown man crying do You think of strength or weakness? I've
sometimes seen full-grown men cory. MNearly alweays, the man who is Crying
aprdegizes. "'t sorry, ozt control of myself." Wesk men cry? That's
the wortd's wisdom.

Do you remermber the presidential campaign.. | believe it wag 2727

Edrund Muskiz of Maine was running in the Semocratic primaries. He was

doing fairly well until he becarme the center of a cantroversy. He wasn't
invodved in g ser sosndsl. He wazn't invalved in anything dishonest ar
ilegal. He simply shed fears in public st one point during his camosign,

Do yon rermermber how 1he nawes medis picked this up? Do gou remember

b his qualml hnna were questioned. Do we want a president whn

g\! ries? Doowe want s president who 1zn't sirong enough to condrod bis
feelings? Tears are g zigqn of weakness, After those tears Muside didn't

Ix]
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stand g chance of baing president,

\ g shortest verse in the whole bible is, "Jezus wepl” He was
g sianding cutaide the tamb of iz friend Lazarus, The weakness of Jesus iz
dizplayed in biz tears. 8ul therein iz also the strength of Jesus, The
Bozoel writer wants us to know, not anly that Jdesus wepl, but thei Jesus
Ps the human Tace of God, InJesus we see g side of God that had never
bean zeen before, In Jezus we see that there are tears in the heart of God,

5.A, Studdert-Kennedy the Wil post priest once wrote,
Are thers no tears in the heart of the Eternal?

{= there no pain to pieree the son of God?
Theen st He be s fiead of Hell infernal,

Besting the earth to pleces with His rod.




it'z the power of those tears that drews me close Lo Christ, and through
Christ, to God, The very weakness of God has pawer to bresk down my
resistance to God's authority irnomy 1ite. | want to open my lite to God,

Secondly, the weakness of God 12 seen in the parables of the prodigal
=on, The parables are windows through which we see something of what
the Gad who created the upiverse iz 1ike. The parable of the Prodigsl Son
iz really the parable of the Waiting Father. You're familiar with the stary.
we're so Tamiliar with the story that we don't realize just how foclish and
weak the Tather in that parabls would have asppeared 1o thoze who Tirst
heard the stong, Jesus tells the story of a Tather wha, by the standards of
hiz day, was a rather weak and foolizh rman. He was certainly not the

typical strong, dignified, authoritarian Jewish Tather. He letz iz
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inio the faccouning. He doesn’d use iis poser 1o keen the D0l ol i ——————————

And when the orodigal returns the father iz 5o weak that he does

zarmeihing that no strong, dignitied Palestinisn father would ever do. He

runs Looer Iitll_ul.; fiz zon. fvas hiz 2on g ring, end sandals, and arders

i
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ihe fatiened calf to be killed. He brings hiz son into % @ feast,

The peaple who heard that narable for the first time would have shaken
their headsz and thought, "what & weak father. What a Toolish man” And
yet Jasus 15 saying, "Thiz iz what God 12 ke, 1ike the '~.’~.’E'.fsli, fooiizh
wailing father who welcomes back the prodigsl child, r*:hm [ =ee God ke

,L;,EL(.M'I'J['V'V\ (,V\A.d/[/,c?vé W~Lk‘i-d’
that U'm empowered 1o trust Mt asndwant Looserveshing,

Third, the weakness of God 15 seen when Jesuz waszhed the disciples
feet, Jesus was Lakin g on the role of @ slave when he wazhed his disc ];:1192
feet, Thiz would have been viewed as a foolizh and humitiating expression
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SESE. AND YU JEZUL 15 20y, it his act of washin g Lilg Ll CIfiES
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feef, thiz iz what God iz like, God's sirength iz displayed in the weakness
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of humbte service. Do you want to see God at work inthe world? Mo will
see God st work in the scts of humble service. When | see the weakness of
God an hiz knees washing the feet of hiz disciples Pmoampowered toowant
to zerve others.

Fourth, the weakness of God i3 seen in how God Torgives, What do you

L.I

think of g perzon who repeatedly forgives someone? A SLrong person
might forgive ance ar twice but not over shd over again.

Think of the parable of the unmerciful servant, Peter asked Jesus,
"How raany times shall | forgive my brother when he sing against mey Up
ooseven Limes?" Jesus snewered, "1 Lall goy, not seven times, bul

seventy-seven times" The Jesuz goes on to tell the story of @ king who

srants o setile sccounts, A subject who owed hir mitlions of dollars was

PO

_brouahd to bim. .'.LU'Z'..*?J e vwasn'l alle dopey, the master ordered that e Lo coiwm s

and hiz wife snd his children and all thst he had be sold to repay the debt,
Gut the servant fe11 on bis knees before him and cried out, "Be patient with
rne and 11 pay back everything.” A sirang gerzon, from g humars point of

wig, would'ye been unyielding, The sirong person would'yve Deet
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He dossn't wani to see hiz servant and wite and Tamily reduced Lo alavery.
He forgives the servant everything
Thiz iz what God is lke Jezsus 3 saging. He's weak when it comes Lo

fm‘gi'-."aness;. He ism't willing that any should peris b but that sl should

| once heard eagineer tell me about & tour he taok of & fectory. He was
ted around by the foreman and shown all the machinery which he was very
interested in because of his engineering background. When they came Lo

then end of the tour the enginger went to shake hands with his tour guide.



The forermsn's hand was ke dead fish. He was embarassed and spologized
for hiz weak handshake, He sxplained, " had an acoident years ago, A
zpike was driven through the palm of my hand zevering all the rmuscles and
tendons, Ever since then | heaven't been able to cloze my hand.

On the cross we see inJdesus Sod with his hands pinned down, They

since that day Gad has not been

drave zpikes through his handz and eve y
able to close his hends Lo us.
Thiz iz why the stony of the Cross, for thoze whis have gars Lo hear, i3

the greatest story in the world, and why whenever we hear 1 we Tace &

Vife o death decision, For the Christ who disd brings us up ugfml i1 Lhe

ultimaie choice, Faced with this dermonstration of God's fove, do !

continge Lo grasp ry Hie far myself and taogo on to die? O do P yisld

tgzelf to Him who loyed me apdgavelimsslf forme, and-sogoagta livey. oo o -

e

By surrendaring io this God we find the secrat of arounselfish and 2ternal
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Let gz oray ;0 God, your gespe] has the zir epath o zat fres those whe are entagiad and irnprizoned
by thedr own ins, Gr aitt peegest to every member of your church that, being ambazsadars for CHrizt,
they msy oo sapak of hitn - crusified, risen and slive today- that others may some to share in the
fresdorn of gour children; throogh the power of his name and for the zake of his name. Amen.

e Frayers of the Peonls
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‘{:". s’vd/ Hisvr grest iz gour name, Leed our 504, $hrough 31 the earthl Your majest iz praised sbove the
. l‘J heavens, When we 222 the vastness of zpace, 31 of your making, the qshmv and ziars you fave
X :g’\" "\ ar i’-dﬁg"'d} we are amazed that gou Keerous inoovind, that you sare T ue, Yed, you have made uzs inoyour
"\ irnage ; you have saused JEsus CHrist fo appesr among us, and we are srowned with glery and bonor

iz -;'.uff»:-ring and death, Yo have put all things under his feet,

\ taa s of fii
\
AN e pray for the lesders of aur nation: Grard, O Lord, to afl our leaders the wisdom o zeek what iz
right, arp:l the qeadness to de it may learning, edusation, snd politics 4]l be dirested to gond ends, a0
sy Tos of Yool Tead us 21 1o peace armong the nations.

e pray for the church: Lord of the chireh, enable gour peaple 10 be the shurch: a redesmed
people; 5 holy people; 2 united peaple; 3 missionary people; and 3 peopls submdszive to the truth 2z it
nopnes o us in JEsus,

Let vz pray for the refuilding of aur charch: &lmighty Fasther, wou have given uz the task o
building & new ehirch whers gengrations yet unborn will worship you: Look graciously upon our



sffurtz; inspire us by your pirit, that we may not benorne despondent, but have faith to raatoh 311
difficuitizs, belisving that in your strength we may soon lay its foundations with joy , and build itz walls
in hape. :

For the sick, suffering, for unbelieving

Fuar the corrnunion of saints,

Lord's prayer,
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