The wWeakness of bod
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iN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

St Paul, in g very striking image, speaks of the weakness of God: “the

ITI

reakness of God” he says Tis stronger than buman strength” "The weakness of

God s stronger than human strength” 1°d Yke to talk sbout the weakness of God

whiych e siranger than our stiengih
Fittesn years ago | torn muy achilles tendon | tore it playing votteybatt at the

A b dvdn’t kpoey at first b was a torn achilles tendon | ibaught ot e Tyst 3

sprateed ankiz | Rabbled aut tomy car atter showearing and thought |was going 1o

drive myself to the hospital | had a standard shift car at the time | tried to push
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oceend et e e Lo the hasoptal, boaas ina cast Tor over Trea munihs. & mienih

and 3 hall after the surgery Dwas 2000 ina 0351 when Kay gave birth t:
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Andrew was a big, strong, healthy caby. i was woeak with my torn achities tendon.

Coobbied around with & cast onomg Teg and Ysed oru

strang and healthy But ry weakness was stronger than Andrew s strength.

Avdrewy wouldr’t walk for about a gear | hobbled on ry weak ankie, bigt my

seAknESS was stronger than Andrew s girength.

God's weakness 12 stronger than our strength, Paul tells us. God has a bad
achilles tendon. God has a weakness, but God's weakness is stronger than our

nath. wWhat 19 God’s weakness® How could God possibily have any weaknesses?



Think about Jesus. Jesus is God in the fesh. By human standards, Jesus had some
weaknesces. He had some characteristics thatl American men and waomen consider
Weaknesses.

i) First, the weakness of God 12 seenn the tears of Jesus. When you see a full

grown man crying in front of & crowd do gou think of strength or weakness? Uye

sofmetirmes seen Tull-grown men oy, Mearly abways, the man who 15 orying s

smbarassed He apologizes " osorvy, Diost contral of myselt " wWeak men 7
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Doy remernber the presidential campaign of 19707 Edrmund Muskie of 1
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#3S running in the Dermooratio primaries. He was doing fairly weli unty ke

hecame the center of 3 contraversy, He wasn't involved ina sex scandal, He

wasn't invalved in anyining dichonest or 1Vegal. He simply shed tears in oublic
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want a president who cries in public? Do we want a president wh
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enough to control fs feelings?” Tears are a 21gn of weakness. After those teras
Muskie didn’t stand 2 chance of being president.
The shortest verse in the whole Bible ig, "iesus wept” He was standing

autside the tomb of Kis friend, Lazarus. The weakness of Jesus 15 dizplayad

ears  oul theresin ig also s strength. The Gospel writer wants us Lo knovy, not

ority that Jdesus wept, but that Jdesus i the human face of bod. in
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in the heart of God

Goa Styddert-Kennedy, the Wi poet orest ) once wrole,

Are thers mo tears in the beart of the Eternal?
Iz there no pain o pieree the zoud of God?

Then raust He b 3 fiend of Hell nfernai,
Saating the aarth o pieces with His rad,
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unmoved in the face of human tragedy. Those tears draw me close fo Lhiist, and

throygh Christ to God Tnose tears are able to do what raw power could never do.

s God’s authority inomy

z) Secondly, the weakness of God 15 geen when Jesus washed the dizoiples fest

in the culture of his day, no strong, self-respecting man would stoop Lo wash the

foot af ancthor man That was wormen™s work. That was work befitting g lave
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#0uhd have beer viowed a5 o3 foolish and humiiiating exprezsian ¢ and

yet, Jesus is saying, in his act of washing the dizoiples feel, this 15 what God is
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ke, God's strength iz dizplaged in the weakness of humble service. Do you want

to see God at work in the world? Don't look for miracuious " signs and wonders
L howr wever |ywed

{nigmible sersic W

Faul says. You will see God al work inacls &
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spen in the parsbles of the prodigal son. The parables are windows through w fich
we see something of what the God who created the universe 1s ke The parable of
ihe Prodigal Sonis really the parabile of the Forgiving Father You're Tamiliar with

the stomy We're so familiar with the story that we d an't realize just how foolich

ang weak the father in that parable would have appeared to those who Tirst heard

autharitarian Jewich father He lete hig son go into the far country. He dagsn’t

o prwer Lo keep the boy at home. And when the prodigal refurns, the Tather

16 on weak that he does something thal no strong, digrified, Fatestinian father
wonld ever do. He runs to ermbrace his son. He gives his con 3 ring, and sandals,

and grders the fationed calf to he Filled. he brings his soninte & feast
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heads atd thaught, “what & weak father ‘what & foolish ran” And, et Jdesus s
saying. “This is what God is Hee. like the week, Taal1sh walting father who

when | see God's weakness tllustrated by the

welromes back the prodigal child.
narabie of the waiting father, Um empowered o trust God and return ta God when |

haye wandered. God's weakness ig more powerful in bringing back home than any

pebibition of raw power (see Ken Bailey's work on Luke 15

fnd s weak when it comes to forgqiveness. He isn't willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance.
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An industrial engineer once toured a factory. He was led around by the foreman



The fareman shawed the enginger the assembly ines, the machinery, and the
adrninistrative space. He introduced hirn to workers and supervisors and

rmanagement. ‘when they came 1o the end of the tour the industrial engineer hield

aut s right hand Lo shake hands with the foreman and to thank him for taking <o
much time o showe himm through the faciory. The Toreman responded oy oftering his

might hand for & hand shake But the foreman’'s hand was ke g dead fish. i1 was
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Ymp. He did not sgueeze the hand of the engineer. The Toreman simply placed thiz

Virn band tnto the right kand of the engineer. The foremati was embarassed ani

Sy s s deiven tnrough e paiin 01 Mg nanG, SeYECIND ail tne muscies and

tendons. Ever since then, | igven't been able to close my hand.

Strong mer ance streteked out God's hands on the cross. God once had spikes
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sireiched oul, hands minned down, poweriess weak "He saved others. Heos

unahle to save himselt” God st has anms cutstretched Lo embrace us
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unable to close hic hands when we come to it in faith God ¢ weakness
stronger than hurman strength because on the cross Christ, inweakness, cried out,

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do” The weakness of God
accomplished a salvation for you and man and the whole world, which the world

arid you and | Tor all our vaunied povwer and strength couldr’t accamplish

This 15 why the story of the cross, Tor those who have ears 1o hear, 1s the
greatest story in the world, and why, whenever we higar 1t we Tace a life ar death



gectston. For the Christ swwho died, brings us up against the ultimate choice. Faced
with his demonstration of God's weakness, 4o | continee o Tife inomy own strengtn

and, <o, Qo an todie? Orde i yield myself to God who became weak for him, so

that i might 1ind ry strength and sasdom in Chiost, the crutitied God? Amern

Lotz pray s 0 God, your gosest has the strength o 26t froe those who are entangled and irprizoned by their
awh 3i05. Grant poewet Yo sver member of gour chursh that, being amebassadors for Christ, they may so speak of
Fir - crucified , rizen and alive today- that others may some to chare in the fresdom of gour shildven through the

power of his name and for the sske of Bis name. Amen,



