Three Responses to Jesus

A serrnen preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church, Oxford, FA on the 3rd Sunday after
Pentecost, June 28, 1992, Scripture Lesson: Luke 9:91-62,

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON ARD OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

D Someone said to Jesus, “I'1 follow You wherever you go.” And Jesus said to
him, “Foxes have holes, and hirds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his hesd.” Meaning what? “Do you reslize you won't have a plsce to
call home if you follow me?”

From my earliest years |'ve believed that I'm seved by God’s grace, through
faith in Christ. 've gone through periods of back-sliding as well as growth but from
rmy youngest yesrs I've claimed ta be a follower of Jesus. Nevertheless, I've never
been homeless. And yet desus implies that his Tfollewers will have no place to lay
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(P To snother Jesus said, “Fallow me.” But he said, “Lard, first let me go and
bury my father.” But Jesus said to hir, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

In the past month John has teken his aging father to the hospital three times
because of his father’s congestive heart failure. Once at 4 o'clock in the morning,
another time at 6:30 in the marning snd snother time in the afternoon when he was
forced to take time of f fronr work. He's missed his son’s soccer qare, his deughter’s
piano recital, his own anniversary, and at least one session meeting. How does Jdohn
hear this waord of Jesus in our Gospel lesson?

@ Another said, “1 will follow you, Lord; but et me first say ferewell to those at

my home.” Jesus said to him, “No cne whao puts a hend to the plow and Jooks hack is



fit for the kingdom af God.”

Mary is trying to reise three small children on her own. She works full time
and then comes home ta fix dinner snd atterﬁﬂ}a;;;?ail garnes and evening schaol
events. She’s both father and mother to her children. Her husband left several years
ago without even saying goodhye seeking freedorn and self-fulfillrnent. How does
Mary hear this ward of Jesus?

L |t's hard to escape the conclusion that Jesus made unressonsble demands
which seern to be humanly impossibie to fulfill. In every age the church has been
ternpted to rationalize and relativize the demsnds of Jesus on his followers. | have s

qreat ternptation to water down what Jesus says; to meke what he seys mare

reasonable and scceptable to middle class farnilies, like my own, who have homes and

- . .-hespangihilities to aging parents and farmilies.

I’d be more comfortable with a more ressonable Jesus, The Jesus | preferisa
niddle-class, American Jesus like me. He's a Jesus who essures us that he'll never
ask us to make unreasonable sacrifices. He assures us that he’s come to help us to
find curselves rather than Lo deny curselves. The Modern Jesus affirms us and
understands us and accepts us without making any demands on our lives; without
making any velue judgments on cur pricrities and lifestyles.

2. But the Jesus of the Bible is a strange, imperious, undemocratic, sn=Amerteatr
Jesus wha's in conflict both with ancient Patestinian values as well as our own. And
I ask myself, “Do | really trust this Jesus of the Bible or have | accepted a tamed and

domesticated Jesus? Does the Jesus | trust tiear any resemblance to the ancient

Palestinian Jew? e il wet miomen b plocn bt foofon Qe ewrer

Povads | uscw  fraabar.
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The Jesus of Scripture forewsrns would-be disciples that discipleship entails

sacrifice. At the very least he tells us thel we can 't lave our parents and families as
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we gught unless Christ and‘hls kingdam is faremast in our lives. At the very lesst he
of
tells thst we dere not delay following him for any reason, however good.

Most of us have made & profession of faith to renounce evil, to renounce sin, to
S atmsbvad? Lot s
turn to Christ, and te follow him. But that’s so general. Do we need tc:“ba told that
church membership is 8 matter of following Jesus in definite ways; thet it invoives a
cammitment at least as great as membership in the Masons, Kivwanis, Rotary ar
Lions? P o s n wmo—ee o - ‘-ec‘v- Slawec e, —
what if we were to soy to prospective mernbers, “Gad loves you end accepts

you as you are through faith in Christ, but we believe that Christ expects &11 those

il g‘g woul 1d fcrllnw him, through rmembership in the Oxford Presbyterian Church, &

J to participste in at lesst one service project a year if physically sble. It

could be working on & Habitat for Humenity project or picking up & shut-in for church

one Sunday & year; - *

v to give at least 10% of your income for the support of the ministry of Christ
ground the world and here in Oxford.

4 1o worship God every Sunday, with God’s peaple, whether you feel like or not,
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despite quests visiting in your homes, and whether you're on vacstion or at home.

v to pray every day for our baptized children, our adults members, our sick and
shut-in.

But you say, those are all human rules that lead to legalism {one of the most

desnised of all modern sins). Of course, we dare not equate following Christ with
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being & church membert'ur following humen rules, but we dare nat give the
impression that one con follow Christ abstractly, apart from & cencrete cammitments
to the people of God. Following Christ is not 8 private religious experience; it has
nothing to do with feeling religious. Seeking religious experiences con actually be an
atlernpt to avoid following Jesus. Follawing Jesus doesn’t even require mentsl
assent to doctrines.

Gad accepts us freely by grace throu h faith in Christ but discipieship requires .
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following Jesus in specific ways? Following Christ has its rewards but we dare nat . maem
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forget that it involves sacrifice; oftentirnes painful sacrifice and sometimes o< -Qaz wet
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I’d count this sertnon @ goad sermaon if | could get you to leave this sanctusry

tms murmng w1th the tr c:utnhnq wor ds af Euqus rmgmg in your ears, FUHUW mel”

Have we who have confessed our faith in Christ confessed a tamed,
domesticated Jesus who blesses our values and lifestyle but never challenges us to
the sacrifice of obedience?

Perhaps some of you have never confessed your faith in Chr ist. You don't know .
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for sure what you believe about Christ or who he is7 1'd urge you not to delag. Go

hotrie and read the Gospel of Luke this afternoan. Listen to hove Luke and athers bear
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witness to Jesus” Follow his commands in specific ways and you wil) come to know
who he is and that he is the Une to whorm you belong in 1ife and death, your Lord and
Saviar.

Let us pray : Holy God: your Son dernands complete devotion. Give us courage to take up our croess, and,
without furning back, to follow where he leads us, Christ cur Lord and Master. Amen.



