Treasures in Earthen Yessels
& serteon preached by Ted Atkinsan, Minister, Oxford Fresbyterian Church, Duford, FA on the second
Sunday after Pentecost, June 5, 1988, Seripture Lesson: 2 Corinthians 4:53-12,

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AMD OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

I want to address whet | say primarily to those of you who will te
professing your faith in Jesus Christ in & few morments,

1. God has given you a priceless treasure. He's given you the tight of
knawledge enabling you to see God's glory in the face of Jesus,
Christianity haz always said, if you want to know what God is like, look at
Jezuz, You won't see everyibing there i3 to know about God by Tooking at
Jesus, God is too vast and mysterious far that, Bul you'll ser what you
srasineed to know. You'll see that God is love, that somehow God shares
ih the sUfferings of the world and that in the end he redeems that

;.uﬁermg und trans mrms it, just ag Jesus transfarmed the uuffermg
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Which ended mo uarthlu life. The mysterious, transcendent God is Puown
in Jesus Christ. God has given you Tight to see his glory in the face of
le That's why you're professing your faith in Christ this marning.
That's why you're jaining the Church. God has given You the tressure of the
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.

2. Paul goes on to say that God has placed this treasure.. the revelation
of wheo God is.. in earthen veszelz. He's talking sbout himself primarily
and the ather apostles, but he's also talking shout us, fKg are all "earthen
vessels”. The Bible often talks sbout human beings metapharically, as
earthen vessels, God is the potier, we are the clay. God shapes ug and
molds us into useful earthen vessels. Now | want you to think sbout what
it meanz to be an earthen vessel.

Earthen vescels are fragile. They're eagily chipped, scratched and

broken. If gou cram toa much into a shallow or thin earthen vessel it
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breaks, If you put a bunch of esrthen vessels close together they'll get
darnaged- & cracked 1ip, & broken handle, o shattered vase. Earthen
vessels aran't that strong, not like @ cast iron pot or & stainless steel pan.
Gad didn't put his tressure in a crush-proof bog. He didn't wrap his
treasure in styrofoarn padding. He entrusted his treasure, the Hght of the
gospel, to fragile earthen vessels like ourselves,

Sarnetimes people tell me that they're held back from church
membership, or from accepting the of fice of elder or deacon, or even fram
participation in the services of the church, because their faith is so weak.
They have a hard time belieying. O they don't feel that they can live up to
the little faith they have. They don't want to be hypocrites who profess
ahe thing and do another. And | always tell thern that one of the built in
conditions of true Christianity is & confession of weakness, & cume:man
of nat being able to do what God wants. We &re¢ esrifen vesséls, and

we'll remain earthen vessels throughout our Hives. Faith in desus doesn't
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suddenly transfortn us into iren pots ar stainless steel frying pans.

We like to think thet if we really had God's treasure in us, we'd be able
to fly tike Superman, swoop in from angwhere to rescue our children,
rescue our friends, and win the heart of any Lois Lane. But God doesr't
choose Supermen and Superwormen, He choses people tnore 1ike Inspecior
Clouseau, the fumbling detective. He choses wesk and fragile people wha
Bleed and hurt, and whio can sometimes barely cope. So remember as you
rnake your profession of faith that you're not going to be & Superman or
Superwomman, you're just en earthen vessel but {snd this is the impaortant
thing} you hold God's treasure.

whi does God do it this way? Why doesr't he turn us inte bionic wormen

or six million dollar men overnight when he canveris us? Why does he



entrust the priceless treasure of ihe Gaspel to fragile and sinful human
beings? The answer's simple. He wantz to make it perfectly clear that,
wher he uses ug, it's his power and not our wisdam, character ar technigue
that doez the job.

Most of us are acutely aware of ooy Wwesdsess Soaften our faith is
weak, Our wills are wesk, We want to be s Christian in aur hearts, but we
feal like the devil sometimes. We believe that God is good, but we can't
understand why he seems to put up with so much evil, pain and suffering in
the world. And most of us are aware of @ Failures We try samething
and we Tail. | dare say that all of us have a Tew haunting memories of
failure that keep rattling in the closet of our minds. Feilures at our job,
failures as a parent, moral failures, If everyone knew us the way we Know
ourselves, we tnight just wonder at God's sanitydn plscingsucha .
priceless treassure into fragile and weak earthen vessels like aurselves.

But there's one more thing about earthen vessels that | want you ta

think about. Earthen ves
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elz are not only fragile, they're also functional,
Mast clay jars are made to be of some use. You go to a ruseutn and You
tnay see ancient clay pots made thousands of years ago, but the potter who
rnade them wasn't making & vase to be a collector’'s item. He was making a
jar for & glave to carry water, or maybe a jug for wine to be zerved ot o
wedding, or meaybe & clay lamp which was made to be filled with oil and
then 1it to chase away the darkness. Earthen vessels were made fora
purpose, to carry and pour whatever someone puts in it So earthen
veszels had ta be fillable in order to be functional. |

And somehow you must be fillable if gou're going to be functional
Christiane. Too many church membere are merely ornamental earthen

vessels. They've confessed their faith. They're on the rolls but they're not
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functional. If you new merbers are going to be functional somehow God's
Spirit rust fill you so that your lights will shine. Somehow Ged rmust get
inside you. Christ rust get inside you. When Christ is in you, you become
the functional vessels that share the treasure of his grace with other
peaple. Kierkegaard uses in one of his sermons this sumbol of an earthen
vesse] waiting to be filled. He says that often we've turned the earthen
yessel upside down so that when God pours out his Spirit, the Spirit
doesn't get inside us. God doesn't force ug. He invites us to open our lives
to him, 1etting him gently and respectfully flow into our nner selves. If
we refuse to let him work his way inside of us, if we're not fillable, we
wion't be functional.

Will you let God use you? | hope and pray that you will. Wil you share

_that tressure with cthers, sharing the Jight that God hes given you, letting
that light shine in you 2o that others will see the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ?

One final word {and this is & promige). If you have that treasure, if you
have Christ inyou, if you truly believe the gospel and see in the face of
Jesus the glory of God, then gou'll never be crushed no matter what the
affliction; though perplexed, you'l never be driven to despair; though
persecuted, youl never be forsaken; though struck down, you'll never be
destroyed. And in both your sufferings and in your joys and triumphs the
life of Jesus will be zeen in you. Thanks be to God. Armen.

Iighty God, whe divided lYight frrara darkness, and made the sun to shine: wake us from the night of

doubt and fear, and Jet us Yive this day, and every day, in the Tight of the truth taught by your Spirit,
and revvesled in Jesus Cheist our Lard, whorn we praise forever. Amen.



