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Jesus spoke of anxiety, perplexity, Tear, and apprehension on & world-wride

scale - even on @ cosmic scale. Even the heavenly bodies will be shaken. Jesus
51515 Thel¥ coenld! precels

vas talking about'the 1ast judgment. He was talking about the end of the world.

He was talking about the second coming of Christ.

There’s probably no part of the Christian Faith more alien to our age than
this doctrine of a second coming, this dream of the return of the crucified and
risen Christ, and the appearance of the kingdom of God. | suppose it's so alien
because of the bizarre imagery of signs in the sun, moon and stars, the roaring
seas that threaten to inundate the civilized world, and the Son of Man coming on
clouds; imagery that sounds so weird to our scientific world. | suppose it’s so
alien, also, because of all the weirdoes and crack-pots who lead their followers to
mountain tops to await the end of the world or, worse yet, execute mass murder
and suicide as recently took place in Canada and Switzerland by the Solar Temple
cult. But it may be that we find this imagery of the second coming of Christ, and
the coming of the Kingdom of God, and the promise of our redemption so alien
because it's so hopeful. We live in a world where many people have lost all hope
for themselves or for this world.

There was a time when the secular world had hope. Communists preached a
hope of a classless society that would come without God by natural law.
Capitalism preached about the wealth of nations that would come without the help
of God through the opening up of free markets and the abolition of government

interference. But the secular hope of inevitable progress has pretty much be



abandoned. Many people now preach that things are getting worse and worse with
crime and drugs and anarchy in sexual relationships. The environment may be
beyond repair. The earth won’t be able to sustain burgeoning populations. There
are even fears of cosmic catastrophes - of comets or meteors crashing into our
almosphere and destroying the world as we know it.

Many people escape the hopelessness of secularism by a flight into a purely
ingividualist faith in survival after death. They abandon hope for this world. They
give up in the face of poverty, in the face of environmental pollution, in the face of
holocausts. They retreat into a purely personal, private, individualistic faith that

and o pa i
can he practice‘apart from God's people and apart from following Christ in this
vworld in proclaiming the reign of God. e wad o deed,

The Bible, however, 1ells us that God has entered into a covenant with us.
God, in Christ, has made a commitment to us. The God who came to us in Jesus
Christ won't abandon us. God has a purpose for us. | think of people who heard
these words of Jesus in the centuries immediately following Christ’s life, death
and resurrection. The Roman Empire was crumbling. Civilization was under
attack. The pagan gods had failed and were powerless. The Roman legions were
poweriess to protect the eternal city. Everything that so many people had taken
Tor granted was falling apart. Everything that people had counted on was failing.
The sun was setting on civilization. And into this dark world the gospel of Jesus
Christ came, “Stand up and 1ift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing

near.”
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