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we are Stewards, not Owners
A sermon preached by Thendare 5. Atkinson, pastor of the Oxford Fresbuterian Church, Oxford, P& on

Stewardship Sunday , the 24th Sunday after Pendecost, Novemnber 2, 1986, Seripture Lessons: lsaish
1:10-20; Psalm 24; Rornans 12:1-8; Matthew 13 :44-46.

@ the Hame ot the Fathar and oF the Son and of fha Boly Sprrrt. dman.

On this stevrardship Sunday | have qood nevss and bad neves. Firsl, the
gaag pews  Last Sundal Cheryl Eckman pointed out that oyr Snday
school is growing. So many Joung chitdren have been coming that we've
had to divide some classes. Last sunday, during Joys and Concerng, Dick
Fowler spoke of the enthusiastic youth group that met in Motiingharm Park,
and then, afterwards, at their home.  ‘We've made progress on the
renovations of our church, ‘We have ouyr building open to scouts, senior
Citizens, excercisers, moms with babies, pre-schoolers and morel  And

what 1g particularty significant on this Stewsrdship aunday is the fact

t-ha-t~£f!.»!r—g-i-v1’~ng-l*|aS~sm=passed—th&Dudget*so-fﬁr"‘thi-s—gem‘.‘ J e

Jyt there's &ls¢ hed news At our last Session mesting we read
slatistics showing that we're one of the largest congregations in Danegal
rresbytery but our mission giving is smong the lowest. That cancerns me.
Mission is the life-blood of the church. We exist to carry out the mission
of Jdesus Christ, not only here at horne, but acrose the nation and world.
We have an oppartunity to change that this year.

| read someyvrhere that the afficial poverty level in the US fora family
of four is a little over $11,000. | was thinking of whatl would happen to
our Tocal and mission giving 1T every family in this church lived on the
poverty level of $11,000 and tithed. Mow we've got about 250 families in
our church, over 300 members. A tithe of $11,000, would be about $22.00
g week. [f every farmily were living on the poverty level and we were all

to tithe we'd have a budget of over $275,000.
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I knovr it's pretty hard to start tithing as ah odult uniess you have on
intentional plan to increase the percentage you give. For exarmple, if you're
now giving $1 & week, increase it to $1.50. If you're contributing $10 &
week, try raising it to $12. Sit down and write out your yearly salary and
wages on a piece of paper. Take 108 of that and write that down. If you
make $13,000 s year, that's $1,200. Then draw up a plan, maybe a five
year plan, that will gradually mave you in the direction of tithing.

Naw jel's Jeak &1 1475 goed snd bed neis I the 1ight af our
Gerigiure fessans. o wenl ta spell owl (hree princigies af
slewsrdship which, if understeod and believed by all of us, would
mativate us as Christians to increase our mission giving, snd meet a1l our
needs here at home.

Frineiple ané: Were nal aWners, Ly? stewsras. "The earth is
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the Lord's and the 'fulness thereof, the world and all that dWeH therein.” |
once heard a story I've never forgotten. A little boy made & waoden boat
for hirnself. He carefully cut out the hutl, a keel, snd & cabin. He drilled &
little hole in the hull for the mest and cul & piece of cloth to make the
sail. He sanded it smooth and painted it & shiney red and yellow. He was
really proud of it. He took it down to the strearm to floet it, but one day
the bost drifted awsy and got lozt. The boy went home sed that day
without his boat. A few weeks later there was a garage sale down the
street. And as he looked st the different items for sale he spotted his red
and yellow boat among thern. [t was dirty and the paint was chipped, but
he knew it wes his. Somebody hed found his boat and wanted to sell it. He
just had to have his boat back so he dug into his pocket and paid for the
boat that already belonged to him. Then he said to the boat, "I made you,

and now I've bought you. Now you're twice mine.”
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That's what God says to us. He made us good, but we got ayay frarm
him. We were lost. Then Jesus came and found us and bought us back. we
already belonged to him beceuse he made us, but because he loved us he
bought us back at the cost of his own blood. We doutily belong to God. All
that we have belongs to him. We don't own anything. wWe're merely God's
stewards. That should put a new perspective on our giving.

Frinciple Lwa: God deesn'l wanl us & give aur maney uniess
we give aurseives {a fim. In the deys of |saish the prophet, the people
of God geve their offerings and sacrifices tut God said, *) hate them. Take
thern away. | don't want your maoney. | want you. | want &77of you." God
doesn't want our money unless he has our souls and badies as well,

Last Spring Flarence Brown invited me over to & special praograrm with

_ the pre-school. One of the thmgf we did just for the fun of it was dance
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the hokey-pokey. | jumped it with the pre-schoolers and we had & qood
time. Have you ever danced the hokey-pokey? This is how it goes. You get
in @ big circle and then "you put your right foct in, you put your right foot
out, you put gour right foot in and you shake it a1l about.” Then it's your
Teft foot, then your right hand, then your left hsnd, and so on. But that
car't happen in real lite. You can't split yoruself up and let one part of you
do one thing and another part of you do something else. Sometimes people
try. They try to do their homework and watch TV, ['s not usually a
success. Somelirmes they try to eat and talk. That's a mess. You can't
reslly put & part of yourself into anything and do & good job- at teast not
when it comes to our service to God. [f our lives are going to be
transformed we've got to present our whole selves as a living sacrifice o
God.

50 | want to urge you to do something really radical as you think sbout
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signing your pledge card. I'm urging you »e¢ to pledge anything until you
first pledge yourself to Christ. "Here | am, Lord Jesus. | bow to you as
Lord and Savior. | don't want to be conformed to the world, | want to be
transformed. | want to be renewed. | want to approve your will. | want to

serve you with all the gifts you've given me.” Let me repeat. Don't give

a_n

grg money to the church until you give yourzelf to Christ. You can't bribe
God. You can't tip God. You can't pey God conscience money. God hates that
kind of stuff. God deesn't want gour money urdess you give yourself to
fiim.

Frigoiple thrss: Jasys 1s the Feard of gres! price. Al of us are
merchants seeking for happiness, for security, for fame, for eternal life.
2o often we try to find what we're looking for in our possessions, And so

Fiﬁ&!‘s au pas ¢9¢¢mfm g COmE& & Curse {a ys A fellow was rlqu m
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an girplane. He looked across the aisle and there was a beautiful worman.
She had a huge diamaond on her finger. He was reslly interested in gems.
He slid across the aisle and spoke to her. "I couldn't help noticing your
diatmond, " he said. "Tell me- it's g0 large- is it famous?" She said, "Yes,
t's a Kloprman diamand.” He said, "4 Klopman diamond? Can you tell me
sornething about iL?" She said, "Yes, it has & curse with it." Now he was
really fascinated. He said, "whet's the curse?” She said, "My husbsnd, Mr.
Klopman.” So often cur possessions carry a curse with them. They becorme
the source of worry and anxiety. ‘We becorne possessed by our passessions,

ful whaatl were reaily leafing Far jn jife cen'l he faund in
FOSEERSIaNS. [P can he Found anly in Jesus, ihe Messieh He has
happiness, joy, peace, healing, security, eternal life, status, power,
everything. So we say, "1 want this pear]. How much is it?”

“well,” the seller says, "it's very expensive.”



“But how much?" we ask.

“well, a very large amount.”

“Do gou think I could buy it."

"Oh, of course. Everybody can buy it.”

"But didr't you say it was expensive?”

"Yes. Very expensive.”

“Well, how much iz it?”

"It will cost you everything you have,"” says the seller.

We rnake up our minds. "AN right, ' buy it,” we s84.
"wWell, what do you have?" he wants to know. "Let's write it down."
"well, lel me see, | have ten thousand dollars in the bank."
"Good- ten thousand dolars. What else?”

- "T?‘lf_!t"s_q}!. That's all I t‘@ve."‘_ o o
"Mathing more?” B -
“well, | have & few dollars here in my pocket.”

"How much?”

we start digging.  "well, let's see- thirty, forty, sixty, eighty, @
hundred, & hundred twenty dollars.”

"That's fine. What else do you have?"

"well, nothing. That's all”

“where do you live?" The seller is still probing.

“In my house. Yes, | have & house.”

“The house toa, then" He writes that down.

"You mear | have to live in my camper?”

“You have a camper? That too. ‘What else?”

‘I have to sleep in my carl”

“You have a car?”
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"“Two of them.”

"Both becotme mine, both cars. ‘wWhat else?”

"Well, you already have my maoney, my house, my carmper, my cars. what
mare do you want?”

"Da you have a family?”

“Yes, | have a wife and three kids."

"I want your wife and kids too. What else?”

"My wife and kids? If you take them [ have walfing Teft! 111 be left
all alone.”

Suddenly the seller exclaims, "Oh, | almost forget! Yow , yourself tool
Everything becames mine- wife, kids, house, maney, cars- and gou too.”

Then he goes on. "Now listen- 111 allow you to use all these things for
the ume hemg lﬂ."aln‘ you to be my steward. But dun t wrgei that they're
all mine, just a:. you, uﬂﬁroelf are. Ahd:ﬁlﬁpnu'zer | need any of therm, you
must give them up, because now I'm the owner” That's how it is when we
discover that Jesus is the Pearl of great value and we come under the
ownership of Jesus Christ.

Maybe you've alresdy received s pledge card. Maybe you've aiready
filled it cut and plan to put it in the collection piate this morning. Don't
put it in. Think sbout what God has been zaying to you. Don't eign the
pledge card until youw've thought all this through and theroughly prayed

sbout it. Don't sign anygthing et all until you realize-
0 thet you and all you have belangs to God;
O that God doesn't went just your money. He wants all of gou;
O that Jesus is the Pearl of great price, more vaiuable to have

than enything else in the waorld. In him we find a1l that we're
tooking for in this waorld,



