‘We are Stewards, not Dwners

& sermon preashed by the Revd. Theodore S. Atkinson, pastor of Knox Prasbyterian Charch, Kenmore,
HY on Hovernber 17, 1985; the 25t Sunday after Pentecost. Seripture Lessons: lsaiak 1:10-20;
Pealm 24 ; Romans 12:1-8; Matthew §13:44-465,

On this stewardship Sunday | have good news and bad news. F/rsd, ¢hs
gaad pews. Insix Years our giving to budgeted ilems has 1ncréased by
over $31,000. We've pledged an additional 315,000 to Presbyterian homes.
we've spent over $100,000 to replace the boiler, the wiring, the lighting
fixtures, io rebuild the organ and to repair the roof. Mosi of this has come
from non-budgeted giving. Our radic broadcast continuee as a result of
non-budgeted giving. This past year the young people encouraged us to use
Love Loaves to raise $1000 for the hungry in Ethiopia. All in all we really
have a giving church. I've talked to some of my colleagues about this.

They're smazed al our giving. “How do they do it?" they ask. And [ tell

theri that we've gola 10t f dedicated men and women who tithe, ™~

aui there's meré goad pews. This yesr we've see a number of signs
of spiritual vitality in the church. 74/s Saring 8 number of people
professed their faith in Jesus Christ for the very first time. It was a
moving experience to see how they came to our church through the network
of friendships and citcumstances. Many of them have become, not simply
nominal members, but integral parts of the Body of Christ.

/7 Jugis? Laura joined us, She's been spending lots of time with the
youth. She's led them on retreats and work projects. She's started a
eingles ministry. We invited Laure {o help us even though we didn't have
the money pledged to call her. We took & step of faith anghow and
saomehow we've managed to pay her.

We started off 7»n Semiamfrerwith the best church echool atiendance

we've had in a long time. There's been a renewed commitiment to preyer
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as & result of the six week prayer adventure thet 16 people took part in. |
wish mare of you could've been al the last session when each cne of us
knelt and received the laling on of hands with preyer. It was wanderful to
see the tears of joy flow. There's also been & renewad Sundey evening
prograrn. Twenty to thirty people are tearning how to express concern and
tove for others maore intensely so thal friends and neighbars might come to
know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. All this is good news and we should
be rejoicing in it.

Bul here's s/so hed pew's. Sume of our most faithful members
nave fmavedover the lest several years. | think of the wynns, the younger
Venderweides, the Shens, the Fullers, the Landases, Dan and Cathy Crippen,

the Frasers and others. Many of our mosi committed members bove

gied,  Some of you've been Jerced io relire garly becsuse of the..
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economic situation here in Buffalo. Your income has been drastically cut.
Added Lo that is the recent news of the impending c/esing a7 7rice with
the loss of over 1000 jobs. Some of you may lose jobs.

Partiatly as a result of this our giving has fallen short of the budget
this year. That's reslly nothing new. It's happened befare. In the past
we've glweys been able to meet our commitments. Will we be able io this
year? we £&7if gl of us move in the direction of tithing. | read in the
paper last week that the officisl poverty level in the U.S, for a family of 4
is $10,609. A tithe of that is over $1000 or $19.23 per week. Now we've
got about 250 families in our church. If every family were living on the
poverty level and we were all to tithe we would have & budget of over
$250,000. Despite all the tithers in the church many of us heve & long way
to go.

burge you to maove in this direction. It's pretiy hard to start tithing as



an adult unless you have an intenticnal plan to increase the percentoge you
give. For exarnple, if you're now giving 31 a week, increase it to $1.50. If
you're contributing $10 & week, try upping it to $12. Sit down and right
out your yearly wages on a piece of paper. Take 10& of that and write that
down. }f you make $15,000 & year, thal's $1,500. Then draw up a plan,
meybe a five year plan that will graduelly move you in the direction of
tithing, - A== 8 ™ > Graing aerPaey :WLM] ficoms e s madliy T € el s eyrloaps Sonh

Now let's jook at this good and bad news in the light of our Scripture
iessons. I'd like to spell out #aree principies af siewardshipwhich, if
undersiood end believed by all of us, would maotivate us as Christians {o
resch and surpass our budget for this year and next.

f. Were pal alwpers, huwl stgwards "The earth is the Lord's and
 the fulness thereof, the world and all that dwell thersin” |once hearda .
stary I've nevér forgotien. A I.i.itl;': boy made & wooden boat f_or hirnsetf. |
He carefully cut out the hull, & keel, and a cahin. He drilled & little hole in
the hull for the mest and cut & piece of ¢clath to make the sate. He sanded
it smooth and painted it & shiney red and yellow. He was really proud of it
He took it down Lo the stream to float it but one day the boat drifted sway,
got caught in the current and was lost. The little boy went home sad that
day without his bosl. A few weeks later there wes a block sale in his
neighborhoad. And as he walked down the street iooking at the different
iterns for sale he spotied his red and yellow bost. (1 was dirty and the
paint was chipped but he knew it was his. Somebody had found his boat
and wanted to sell it. He just had to have his boat beck so he dug inte his
pockel and paid for the bost that already belonged to him. Then he s&id to
the boat, "{ made you and | have bought you. Now you're twice mine.”

That's what God ssys to us. He made us good but we got away frrom him.
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We got lost. Then Christ came and found us and bought us tack. We already
belonged to him because he made us, but because he loved us he bought us
back at the cost of his blood. We doubly belong to God. All thet we have
belongs to him. we don't own snything. We're mereiy God's stewards, That
should put & new perspective on our giving.

£ bod deesn't wenl us it give aur maney wnless we give
aurse/ves {o fim. In the days of Issiah the prophet the people of God
gave their offerings and sacrifices bul God said, "I hate them. Teke them
eway. 1 dont want your money. 1 went gou. | want &/77 of you” God
doesn't went our money unless he has our souls and bodies a3 well.

Several years ago we had a youth rally down-stairs with severa] other
Presybterian churches and we danced the hokey-pokey (we didn't tell the

L - ———_-rlders)) Do you.remernber how it_goes? “You-puf_your right foot in, you put-~_. -

your right fool out, you put your right foot in and you sheke it all about.”
Then it's your 1eft fool, then your right hand, then your left hand, snd so on.
But thst caen't happen in real life. You can't split yourself up and let one
part of you do one thing and &ncther part of you do something else.
Sametimes pecple try. They try to do their homework and watch the T.Y.
It's not ususlly & success. Sometimes they try to eal and talk. Thet's &
mess. You can't really put & part of yourself inte snything and do a good
job-~ least of a1l into your service of Christ. I cur lives are going to be
transformed we've got 1o present our whole selves as g 1iving sacrifice Lo
Gad.

So { want to urge you to do something really radical as you think about
signing your piedge cerd. I'm urging you ma? to pledge snything until you
first pledge yourseli to Christ. "Here | am, Lord Jesus. | bow {o you as

Lord and Saviar. | don't want to be conformed to the world. | want to he



transformed. | waont to be renewed, [ wont to opprove your will. { waont to
serve you with sll the gifts you've given me". Let me repeat. Don't give
any money to the church until you give yourself to Christ. You can't bribe
God. You can't tip God. You cen't pay God conscience money. God hates that
kind of stuff. God doesn't want your raoney unless you give yourself to
kitm.

5. Jasgs 18 the pesri af grest price. All of us are merchants
seeking for happiness, for security, for fame, for eternal life. So often we
try to find whet we're looking for in our possesssions. And so often ewr
passessions hecame & curse (o s A fellow was riding in an airplene.
He looked across the aisie and there was a beautiful girl. She had & huge
diamond on her finger. He was reelly interested in gems. He slid across

~” " _ _-the.aisle and spake to her. "t couldn’t help nolicing your disrend,” he sajd.-. .
“Tell me-~ it's so large-- {s it famous?” She seid, "Yes, it's a Klopman
diarnond.” He said, "A Kloprnan diamond? Can you tell me something about
it?" She seid, "Yes, i has a curse with it.” Now he was really fascinated.
He said, "what's the curse?” She said, "My husband, Mr. Klopman." So often
our possessions carry & curse with them. They become the source of worry
and anxiety. We become possessed by our possessions.

aui WhHE! were reclly Jeaking rer in Jife cen't he Jaund in
RESSERSIans. [ con he Found ainly i Christ. He has happiness, joy,
peace, healing, security, eternsl life, status, power, everything. So we
say, "l want this peari. How rmuch is it?"

"Well," the seiler says, "it's very expensive.”

"But haw much?” we ask.

"Well, a very large amount.”

“Da you think | could buy it."
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"Oh, of course. Everyone can buy i1

“But didn't you ssy it wes expensive?”

"Yes.”

"¥ell, how ruch is it?”

“Everything you have,” says the seller

We rnake up our minds. "All right, I'll buy it," we say.
"well, what do you have?” he wants to know. "Let's write it down.”
"well, | have ten thousand dollars in the bank.”
“Good-- ten thousend dollers. 'What else?”

“That's 11, That's all | have,”

"Mothing more?”

“well, | have a few dollars hete in my pocket.”

-"How much"?
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we start d1ggmg Well, let's see-- thirty, fortg, sixty, mghtg,
hundred, & hundred twenty dollars.”

"Thel's fine. wheat else do you have?”

"well, nothing. That's sll.”

"Where do you live?” He's still probing.

"In ry house. Yes, | have & house.”

“The house too, then,” He writes that down.

“You mean | have to live ih my campet?”

“You have camper? That, too. What else?”

"Il have to steep in my carl”

"You have & car?”

“Two of them.”

"Both become mine, bath cars. What elee?”

"Well, you already have my money, my house, my carmper, my cars. What

gy 7 e, &
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mote do you want?"
"Are you alone in this world?”

"No, | have a wife and two kids.”
"0h, yes, your wife and kids, too. whet else?”

"I have nothing 1eft I'm left along nove.”

Suddenly the seller exclaims, "Ch, | almost forgot!  Yau yourself, too!
Everything becomes mine- wife, kids, house, money, cars- and you too.”

Then he goes an. "Now listen- I'll allow you to use all these things for
the time being. 1 want you to be my stewsrd. But don't forget that they're
all mine, just as you are. And whenever [ need any of thern you must give
them up, because now i'r the owner. ™ That's how it is when we discover
that Jeus is the pear] of great value and we come under the ownership of

Jesus Christ
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Maybe you've alreadg teken a pledge card, filled it out and plan to put it

in the callection plate. Don't put it in. Tear it up and take another. Think
sbout what God hes been ssying to you. Don't sign the pledge card until
you've thought ali this through end thoroughly preyed about it. Don't sign

anything at all until you reatize--
O that you snd a1l you have belongs to God to begin with;
O that God doesn't want just your money, he wants all of you;

O that Jesus is the pearl of grest price, maore valuable to have
than anything else in the world. In him we find all that we're
looking for in this world.

flow unio him that = able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us, Unto him b2 glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world
without end, Arnen.



