‘Whaot Must | Do?

& sermon preached by the Revd, Ted Atkinson, pastor, Knox Preskgterian Church, Kenmote, [ew
York on the 20th Sunday after Fentecost, Geotober 13,1985, Soripture Lessons for the day: Genesiz
3:2-19; Psalmn 90:1-12; Hebrews 4:1-3, 2-1Z; #0908 7O 7-38,

Mo one had & grealer concern for the salvation of men and wornen than
Jesus. But sometimes he seemed indifferent to the spiritual concerns of
people. Take our Gospel leseon for instance. A man ran up to Jesus, fell on
his knees and asked, "wWhat must 1 do to inherif eternal Vife.” Here was a
mah passicnately concerned sbout his soul. Here was a man ripe for
canversian., But notice how Jesus deals with him. From the standpoint of
20th century evangelistic technigues Jesus really botched his oppartunity
to tead this man to sslvation. | see al least four apportunities Jesus

missed.

L Jesus missad g galgas aoatriuniiy Lo sen el elainal liTe
cen't fhe Pnferiiad The man asked, "what must | do to inherit eternal
life?" You can inherit wealth but you can't inherit heaven. You can inherit

your parents physical features, but you can't inherit their faith. Why didn't

¥,

Jdesus make this clear?

Ma

JSasus missad & galogn apperiuniiy (g hesr Wilness la #ls
awyy sinlesaness The man called Jesus, "Sood teacher”  Why didn't
Jesus praise the man for this observation? “You're right to call me good.
I''n the one good mah who ever lived. [ commend you for recognising my

goodness.” Instead Jesus seid, "Why do you call me good? Mo one {5 qood-
except God alone.”

g Jesus hed & galden appariuniiy lo meke olesr thel
selyvaiian 7s nal samelfing Wwe mearil fy ovr goad warks  The man
asked, "What must | do to inherit efernal life". Jesus pointed to the Ten

Carmmmandments then he told the man to give away all his money and he
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- would have treasure in heaven. Well, that sounds like salvation by works.
So rnany pecple think they can earn brownie points with God by giving away
lots of money. Why didn't Jesuz point this out.

g esus missed & geloen apgariviaily (o palnl ol the mran s
sinruiness. The rich man said, "All these commands ['ve kept since | was
g boy". Why didn't Jesus make clear to him that all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God?

3o many missed opportunities, Mo wonder the poor rich man didn't make
a decision for Christ. But who are we to judge the evangelistic techniques
of Jesus? He's the one who should be judging our evangelistic techniques.

I''m deeply concerned ahout the direction so much evangelizm has taken.

Evangelism in the 20th century has become, for many peaple, simply @

- =~ -matter-of-snatching souls™rorn fEIts of ten @ matier of playing upon &
person’s anxietiez about death and hell to press them to make & decision
for Christ. | really believe this is detrimental to the kingdom of Christ,
So many Christisns don't want to have anything at all to do with
evangelistn because theyre turned off by thiz particular kind of
evangelism.

| want us to take & look at two views of evangelism with the hopes that
some of you who are turned aff by high-pressured evangelistic techhiques
might see that there's another way and o better way. /74 ihe 7irsd view
af eysagelism e warld Js giciured s & sinding shig wils T
bifiian frell- Loatnd el end wamen ahasrd. 'We're told that we
shouldi't waste titme trying to fir the ship because it's beyond repair and
sinking fast. Our job is to get as many people of f the sinking ship onte the
life boats. There's no time to protest injustice. It's & waste of time to

work for nuclest disarmament. Millions of men and women are dying of



starvation but what's that compared to the greater number of souls bound
for hell. That's the view of many 20th century evangelicals.

Gul | haiieye (hare's snalher yielw, & mare hinlicel vieyw. Far
SEEUS, eYENGEITSHT WESH'T 8G FHeh SRELCHING TRaTvigusis from the
Fiames of f&77, fwl aniiaiing them Jar seyyicg in the Kingeanr af
fog. Jdesus wasn't interested in snatching people from & sinking ship. He
camme to save the ship and 811 those on board. The ship belongs to him. He's
the captsin of the ship. But pirates have hijecked it, have taken it off
course, are terrorizing the passengers, have murdered some of them and
thraewn them over-bosrd, and these hijackers are trying to scuttle the ship.
The purpose of Jesus iz to enlist men and wormen to wrest control of the

ship from the hijeckers, to repair the ship and meke it sea-worthy once

Tmore, to putTJesug in hig nightiul plete as captainso thatte rmightoring ——— —— —

us safely to our predestined part. The ship and its passengers will be
saved, only the hi-jackers will be executed.

WhEl g GIrTerant spmrascy (o eyangalisny I47s yiew prodices.
The good news is the proclamation that God hes saved the world through
Christ. God's kingdom of justice, peace snd love has already been
established in this world. The serpants head has been crushed by Christ as
had been prophesied in Genesis, God is going to win in the end.

The purpose of evangelism, then, is to go out and enlist men and wormen
to bow to the sovereignty of Christ. The purpase of evangelism is to enlist
men and wamen to go out into the world and reclaim it for Christ.  The
purpose of evangelism i3 to extend Christ's sovereignty in the factory, in
the nation, i the home, ahd in the world. Scientists, doctors, economists,
artists, novelists, musicians, philanthropists, factory-workers, mothers,

fathers; each are enlisied to extend the kingdom of Christ in their sphere



of activity. Each is called to use all their talents and resources to subdue
the earth and extend the kingdom of Christ by word and deed. Christians
are men and women wha wen't allow hijackers to remain in control of the
world but will wrest control from them and get the ship back on course.

This yiew of aysngalisn lesds Chrisiions la hsve iwe grest?
EARCEINS. were cancerned ahewl elernsl! Fite end were
cancarned shaul Uais 777e We have a concern for souls and we have a
concern for bodies. And we refuse to separate these two concerns.

The ralaiianship af 1hese 1We copcerns & cean i aur Gasnel?
fessan Jdezus said to the rich young ruler thet he lacked one thing., His
personal morality lack nothing. He did not lack concern for his owt soul.

The one thing he lacked was concern for the poor. He was like & 1ot of

=R nodernTevangelicdls TWe're Ts0 Wrapped up i getling ©or oWn spiritual T
needs met that we've 1ittle concern for the poor. The best selling books in
evargelical circles are self-help books; how to be happy and successful;
haw to think positively; how to win against depression. So often we're
like little children crying out, "Feed me, feed me” We need to be fed
spiritually but there comes & time when we need to turn our gaze outward
to others to see their needs.

I'd be the first to admit that many peaple are just the opposite of the

rich young ruler. They have great concern for the poor but they have no

concern about spiritual things.) They protest nuclear armarments. They

march far civil rights. They work to dismantle apartheid in South Africa.
They defend the rights of Central American illegal aliens. They callect and

raise money for victims of earthquakes, wars and famine and from ty

perspective, all these things are good. We need more people like thiz. But

| sometimes wonder if they lack concern for spiritual needs.é?
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ful e ane 1hing sl many evangeiics? Larisiiens J6ck 7s &
cancary Far ihe paar 'We have a concern for our own souls but the one
thing we lack is g love for social justice. That was the rich young rulers
tack. Jesus once said "whoscever will save his soul shall lose it and
whosoever will lose hizs soul for my sake shall find iL." The rich young
ruler was so wrapped up in saving his own soul that he was in danger of
loging it. He was so concerned about his aown salvation that he couldn't see
the lepers, the blind, the beggars, the widows that were all around him.

Last night | was reading Carl Roewan's column in the Buffalo Mews. He
was saying that over 8 million Americans are seeking jobs but can't find
them. 35.7 percent of black Americans live in poverty. So many people

can't find & legitimate way to earn @ Hving, At a time when $300 billion &

yesr is being spent om military programe, sGCial progranis are bevmgcut— -

He concludes that it's o aocial and moral scandal that 33 rmillion
Atnericans live in poverty and another 20 to 30 million are classified as
needy. | believe that Jesus would call it & social and moral scandal a5
well. L'z a zcandal that thdse conditions exist in a nation where 33% of
the people claim to have hed a born-again religious experience. Like the
rich young ruler we're wrapped up in our own spiritual concerns and are
blind to the needs of the poor.

Jesus Tooked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to erder the
kingdom of God!" The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how
hard i1 is to enter the kingdor of God! 1t iz easier for a camel i go through the eye of a neadle
than for & rich man to enter the kKingdom of God.” The dizciples were even more amazed, and 3aid
to each other, “Who then can be seved?" Jesus looked st thern and ssid, “With man this is

impossible, but not with God; all things are poasible with Ged" Mark 10:23-27.
With God, all things are pozsible; even the rich may be saved.
Jesus is saying that salvetion is ultimately in the hands of &% God.

Fersonally I'm glad that salvation is in God's hands rather than my own. |




can trust God with my salvation beceuse | know God through Christ. | know
what kind of a God he is. He's trustyorthy. In Christ | see & God who was
willing to go to hell so that | wouldn't have to go there. Because | trust
God with my selvation | don't have to worrg and fret rmyself about it. | can
get an with the work of the kingdom without becoming neurolically
cohcerned with my own soul.

But Jdesus didn't stop with simply telling the rich young ruler to sell
gverything and give it to the poar. Salvation isn't bought by giving away
our maney. Salvation is found as we follow Jdesus.  Jesus said to the rich
young ruler, “Come, follow me.”

in the Mew Testament the eariy Christians weren't called the people of
the religious experience, or the people of the bock, ar the people of
--orthodox doctrine. They were called the people af~the wey and the way— -—- ~— ——
they followed was that of Christ. To belisve meant to follow Jesus. So
these early Christians followed Jesus and became & caring, sharing, and
open comimunity especially sensitive to the poor and the outcast. Their
lave for God, for one another, and for the oppressed was central to their
reputation. Their refusal to kill, to recognize racial distinctions, or to
bow down before the itnperial gode of Rome were & matter of public
knowledge.

Aristides, an early Christian spokesperson, descrited the Christians to

the Romean emperar Hadrian in this waey:

They Tove one another. They never fail to help widows; they save orphansg from these who
would hurt them. If they have something they give freely to the man who has nothing; if they see
8 stranger, they tske him hore, and are happy, 8s though he were s resl brother.

That was the secret of their evangelistic success. The early Christian
church was so successfuly, not because all their members were trained in

the latest evangelistic technigues, but because the Christisn way of life



wes 50 attractive in the pagan world thet people flocked ta Christian
azzernblies. The early Christians were known for the way they lived, not
onfy for what they believed. For them, the two were completely
intertwined.

Evangelism that's faithful to the Mew Testament will never separate
the salvation of the individual from a visible witness to Ged's kingdom on
garth. Our need is for a fresh consciousness of Christisn community and of
Christian conversion. I the midst of oppressive social conditions
throughout the world we must again turn to Jesus and follow him. Then
authentic evangelism will Tlower and genuine revival break forth in this
land once more. Bul first we must examine snd honestly face up to the

ways our evangelismm has been corrupted and our conversion distorted.

| endthis sermaon with whatmay be arather surprising reference-to the- - -

Roman Cathalic mass. The word sessis said Lo be derived from the final
zentence of the old Latin rite, /le misss e?:aj-z’. Ity polite English it might
be rendered ‘now you are dismissed.” |In more blunt language it could be
just ‘get outl-- Get out into the world which God mede and God-like beings
inhabit, the woatrld inta which Christ came and into which he now sends us.
Far that's where we belong. The warld is the arena in which we're to live

and love, withess and serve, suffer and die for Christ. Amen.

Let us pray: Lord, make us instrurments of usur peace. ‘Where there is hatred, let ua sow
lave; where there iz injury, parden; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith;
whete there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadnzss, jou. Grant
that we msy not se much seek to be consoled a3 to conaole; to be understood as to understand; to be
Toved as to Tove. For it isinaiving thet we receive; it is in pardoning that we sre pardoned; snd

it iz in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.



