What Shall | Render Unto the LORD?

A sermon preached by Ted Atkinson, Minister, Oxford Presbyterian Church on October 23, 1392, Scripiure Lessons:
Pealm t16:12-14

I} THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN.

He was close to death. Friends and femily gathered around his bed to pay their
last respects. He had the look of & man distressed and enguished. “Whet's he trying to
say7” someone asked.. His wife leaned over him to listen. "0 Lord, | pray, save my
life.” Over and over with lsbored bresthing he prayed, “Saved me, Lord. Plesss, save
re.” The sun set and many of his friends 1eft. Near dawn, however, his breathing
became mere pesceful. He slept and, hours later, awoke. In a few days he was sitting
up and eating and laughing with his friends. ‘When anyone came to his bedside he'd say,
“The Lord is gracious and merciful. When | was brought low, he saved me.” Evantually
he Tully recovered. “what shall | render unuj the LORD 7% all his benefits o me?he
asked. | know what 111 do, “1 will psy my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of
81l his people.” A vow is & solemn, voluntary commitment. So the recovered man went
up to the temple in Jerusalem to fulfill his vow. He sacrificed a cow &t great personal
expense. Besides his friends and family he invited widows, orphans, and the poar to
share in the feast that followed. And while they were a1l eating he stood up “in the
presence of a1l God's people” and testified to how God had helped him when he’d been
brought low.

But what shall we, today, render unto the LORD for all hiz benefits to us. Many
Christians simply don’t know how to answer that question. A minister that fails to
help church members answer is as derelict in duty as one who fails to talk about the

cross of Christ. 1, therefore, want to tell you how | answer that guestion.



wheat shall | render to the Lord? | will make an g===al vow or pledge to the
Lord’s work through the church. My effective salary for 1992 is $35,341. That
includes my salary, utilities, and manse allowance. | use this money to psy Socisl
Security, federal, state, and local taxes, mortgage, personal use car payments,
utititias, home improverents, clething, food, savings, life insurance, and
entertainment. ‘when | gel paid on the 15th and 30th of each month | immediately
write out a check to the church for $135; that’s $270 a month or $3,240 a year. That

doesn’t include my pledge to the building fund or contributions | make to other
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| tell you this for two reasons:

First, | want to give you a specific guideline as to one way you can snswer the
guestion of the Psalmist, “What shall | render to the Lord for &ll his beneTits to me?”
| have bills just like you do. | have & morigage to pay. | have car pagménts. [ have
grocery bills. | have clothes to buy. | have medical bills to pay which aren’t covered by
health insurance. 1'd like to save up & little for college for my boys. | 1ike Lo have &
little extra money. 1 1ike to take my wife out to dinner every once in & while and buy
her & piece of jewelry from time to time. Having the same kind of wants and needs you
have, & tenth of my income is the guideline | use when | make my pledge. | believe it's
a biblical quideline.

But, secondly, I've told you my pledge because | want you to know that I'm
committad to the ministry of this church. God called me to this church. | want to give
it everything I've got. | care ab_nut you. | care about your Tamilies. | care about this

town and about the ministry of our church around the world. And that caring costs. |



need you to share the cost. | want you to be ss commitied to the ministry of this

church as | am ang | Know that mahy o7 You alreaay are.

Now | need to meke one thing clear. We aren’t saved by qiving money to the
church. The oniy way anyone is saved is through Christ. Saivation is & free gift.
Therefore the first thiﬁg we need to do, befare we pledge is to receive thal free gift of
salvation. The Psalmist wrote, “1 will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name
of the Lard.” The cup of salvation reminds us of Holy Communion. Jesus said, “This
cup is my bloed poured out for the remission of sins.” That cup reminds us that we're
saved in spite of our sins by the blood of Christ. So the first thing we do in response
to Ged’s grace in Jesus Christ is to take the cup of salvation. Receive and trust in
Jesus Christ as our Lord and Séviur!

. Why, then, pledge anything it what we gjge doesn’t contribute to our ssivation?
we give oul of gratitude. We don’t give inabrder to get. we give becausé we've glready
gotten so much. What shall | render unto the Lord for all his benefits? Right off the
top of my head | can think of four benefits.

Benefit one: In life and in death, we belong to Jesus. We belong! {U's & terribie
thing to feel that you don’t belong. But it's a wonderful thing to belong. We belong to
Christ. When we consider who we are isn’t it wenderful that Christ would want us?
what shall | render unto the Lord for that benefit?

Benefit two: Mothing can separate us from the love of Christ. God won't abandon
us. God won't necessarily reward us financially, or hes! all our illnesses, bul “I will
never leave you or forsake you”, Jesus said. What shall | render to the Lord for that

benefil?
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Benefit three: God has blessed me, personaliy, with so much more than
salvation. My parents only went to TiTth grade, but | had the opportunity to go to
college. My parents raised three kids during the great depression.in & home without
plumbing but I've always had & nice home. | have a Taithful, loving, and multi-talented
wife and three healihy children. 1've been so blessed. What shall | render unto the Lord
for these benerits?

Benefit four: | belong to & family of faith that will support me if | suffer
economic disaster. In 1955 ray Tather was hit by a taxi-cab in Philadelphia three years
befare he was due for retirement. His leq was broken in several places. Manths went
by before he began to receive disability payments and heglth care benefits. The hills
piled up. No money was coming in. But the family of faith supported us. When we're
inyolved in the 1ife of the church the family of faith supports us when we're down and
out. What shall | render unto the Lord fnr—that benefit? |

But in addition to these benefits, | have other reasons for giving to the Lord’s
work through the church.

Reason one: | pledge because | was taught to give to the Lord’s work from an
garly age by parents, Sunday school teachers, and ministers. | can remember the
nleasure | saw in my Tather’s face when he piaced his offering in the plate. My rather
wasn’t a rich msn but he felt rich when he gave away money. We need to teach our
children from an early age not to be selfish and the best way to do that is through
gxarnple.

Reasons two: | pledge because | want Jesus Christ and his kingdom to come Tirst

in the area of money and possessions. “Seek ye first the kingdom of God”, Jesus said.



Qeassn thresa: | pladgs because money and pogsessions exercise a poweriul
auramian fOr e ang coula easily pecame my Gog. rONeY and posSsess1ons are goad in
themselves. | 1ike money and possessions. | would like to have more of both. Butl |
know that maney is 1ike a drug. We become addicted to it. Our wants become needs
and, 1ike a junkie, we demand more and more to satisfy our increasing desires. It
hecomes our God. | give to the Lord’s work as an expressicn of my refusal to let money
hecome my God. Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters... You cannot serve God and
wealth.”

Reason four: | pledge because what | give to the Lord’s work hes lasting value.
Sa much of what | spend my maney on has no 1asting value but the mission hespital |

help to build with my of fering will be here long after I'm gone. The child who gets that

- Bible that my giving helps to buy mag ane dag become g thﬂstlan teﬁcher lawger

factory worker or farmer whom God will contmup to use lcmg after ! rm gone. What !
give to the Lord’s work has lasting value.

Reason five: | pledge because Christ commanded us to take the Gospel inio sl
the world. | want to be & part of a church fuf whom mission giving beyond the local
church is a priority. | was raised on missiohary biographies. Missicharies, were my
heroes; David Livingstone, William Carey, Nate Saint and Jim Eliot. We had missionary
speskers several times a yesar in our church. We gave them the kind of welcome thet’s
usually reserved for war heroes. They'd show their slides and talk about what Christ
was doing around the world. We had maps in the narthex with colored pins indicating
where our missionaries were. We prayed for them reguiarly by name in the worship

service. One of the happiest moments in the life of my church was when one of our own
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members was called to Peru as & Presbyterian missionary. 1 give because | want to see
our church’s commitment to world missions grow.

Reasan six: | give because the church is the most cost efficient orgenization for
ministering to those in need. | don’t mind paying local, state and federal taxes. Some
of that money provides services and eventually gets to needy people. But | know the
church does it better and cheaper. And the church ministers not just to the physical
needs of lost and needy rmen and women. The church proclaims the good news that
we're loved and accepted and valuable to God. | give hecause the needs around us are so
great and the church is the most cost efficient orgsnizetion to minister to the whole
needs of the whaole person.

So |'ve told you what | give and why 1 give.

I by no means a rich man. 1'm an ordinary person like you. | certainly can't
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write out a check for $100,000 to local and world missions. But over a period of forty

years | believe | can easily give $150,000 to the work of Christ through my tithes and
afferings. An ordinary person, through systematic, regulsr, sacrificial giving, can do
something great for Jesus Christ,

we can make a difference through our service and through our giving. Giving
money is not a substitute for other Christian ohiigations such as weekly warship and
volunteering your time. But your annual pledge is an important part of your total
response to God’s grace in Jesus Christ. |

Before you fill out your pledge card, please lock to the God we know in Jesus
Christ for guidance with this prayer, or ane of your awn:

"Lord, grant us a vision of the needs of the wark of Jesus Christ through this Church. Then give us the guidance
to meet these needs. Amen.”



